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ABSTRACT  

This thesis is a qualitative study based on semi-structured interviews that were conducted with 

six highly educated young second-generation immigrants from the deprived neighborhood of 

Bäckby in Västerås. By aiming to understand how the participants portray their substantive 

citizenship and its impact upon political participation as an essential pillar of Swedish 

democracy, the author focused upon how the participants described their perceived 

discrimination, sense of belonging, transnationalism, and political participation. The answers 

were transcribed using the intelligent verbatim method and coded deductively based on a wide 

range of relevant literature. Among many findings, the study showed that the participants were 

aware of the bright barrier framing their place of comfort as well as they were highly attached 

to Bäckby. However, the majority of the participants considered the homeland to be a country 

outside of Sweden. Peregrinus citizenship was the outcome of the author's interpretations of 

the participants' substantive citizenship, which also was a possible explanation of the low 

interest in politics that the participants illustrated through their answers. Among the study's 

conclusions was stated that the second-generation immigrants are not only a risk group 

because of social risk factors present within the deprived neighborhood, but also because of 

the similar factors present outside of it. 

 

Keywords: Deprived neighborhoods, second-generation immigrants, substantive 

citizenship, Peregrinus citizenship, integration, political participation. 

  



 

SAMMANFATTNING  

 

Det här examensarbete är en kvalitativ studie baserad på semistrukturerade intervjuer som 

genomfördes med sex högutbildade unga andra generationens invandrare från den eftersatta 

stadsdelen Bäckby i Västerås. Genom att försöka förstå hur deltagarna framställer sitt 

substantivmedborgarskap och dess inverkan på det politiska deltagandet som en viktig pelare 

i den svenska demokratin fokuserade författaren på hur deltagarna beskrev sin upplevda 

diskriminering, känsla av tillhörighet, transnationalism och politiskt deltagande. Svaren 

transkriberades med hjälp av den intelligenta Verbatim metoden och kodade deduktivt baserat 

på ett brett spektrum av relevant litteratur. Bland många fynd visade studien att deltagarna 

var medvetna om den ljusa barriären som inramade sin komfortplats och de var mycket fästa 

vid Bäckby. Majoriteten av deltagarna ansåg dock att hemlandet var ett land utanför Sverige. 

Peregrinus medborgarskap var resultatet av författarens tolkningar av deltagarnas 

substantivmedborgarskap, vilket också var en möjlig förklaring till det låga intresse för politik 

som deltagarna illustrerade genom sina svar. Bland studiens slutsatser uppgavs att andra 

generationens invandrare är inte bara en riskgrupp på grund av sociala riskfaktorer som finns 

inom det utsatta området, utan också på grund av liknande faktorer som finns utanför det. 

Nyckelord: Utsatta områden, andra generationens invandrare, substantiv medborgaskap, 

Peregrinus medborgarskap, integration, politiskt deltagande. 
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ABBREVIATIONS 

Shortcuts Description 

N.O.A. National Operating Department– a special department within the 
Swedish national crime investigation service. 

[O. T.] Own translation from Swedish to English. 

 

DEFINITIONS  

Definition Description 

Deprived 
neighborhoods 

“It is a geographically defined area characterized by a low socio-
economic status where criminals have an impact on the local 
community. The impact is more linked to the social context in the 
area than the criminals' subtle will to take power and control over 
the local community. The impact may be on direct pressure, for 
example, through threats and blackmail, or indirect, such as public 
acts of violence that risk harming third parties; drug trafficking 
conducted openly; an outward dissatisfaction with society” (Polisen, 
2019, p. 4) [O. T.]. 

Norm-breaking 
behavior 

“Behavior that violates current norms and rules in the environment 
the individual is in, such as aggressive behavior, stealing, scolding 
or vandalizing” (Polisen, 2017, p. 9) [O. T.]. 

Risk group “Young people who grow up in the residential environment who 
because of personal characteristics and upbringing conditions are at 
greater risk of developing norm-breaking behavior” (Polisen, 2017, 
p. 9) [O. T.]. 

Social risk 
factors 

“Circumstances or characteristics of people, their living conditions 
or living relationships that may increase the likelihood of unwanted 
events, behaviors or conditions of social origin should occur” 
(Polisen, 2017, p. 9) [O. T.]. 

Reactive ethnicity “accentuating group differences, heightening group consciousness 
of those differences, hardening ethnic identity boundaries between 
‘us’ and ‘them’ and promoting ethnic group solidarity and political 
mobilization […] in the face of perceived threats, persecution, 
discrimination, and exclusion […]. It is one mode of ethnic identity 
formation that highlights the role of a hostile context of reception in 
accounting for the rise rather than the erosion of ethnicity” 
(Rumbaut, 2008, p. 110). 



 

Definition Description 

Perceived 
discrimination 

“a pattern of stable attributions to prejudice reflects perceived 
systematic exclusion by the privileged group. Because privileged 
groups have the power to define who is and who is not fully 
accepted, rejection by privileged groups implies that one’s group is 
excluded from the most valued positions in society” (Schmitt & 
Branscombe, 2002, p. 177). 

Transnationalism “Social activities practiced by immigrants to keep a living link 
between their country of origin and their country of residence.” 
(Fokkema et al., 2012, p. 111). 

Social 
remittances 

“Ideas, norms, practices, and identities that are present  

daily in the life of second-generation immigrants” (Fokkema et al., 
2012, p. 112). 

Scale “Urban, regional, national, transnational, international” (Isin, 
2009, 368). 

Site  “bodies, courts, streets, media, networks, borders” (Isin, 2009, 368) 

Second-
generation 
immigrants 

” … individuals with both or one of the parents born outside the 
Nordic countries […] Persons who were themselves born in Sweden 
but have at least one foreign-born parent been often called second-
generation immigrants” (Ds 2000:43, pp. 33, 49) (O. T.). 

Bright boundary “the distinction involved is unambiguous so that individuals know 
at all times which side of the boundary they are on” (Alba, 2005, p. 
22) 
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1 INTRODUCTION 

” … children of migrants are not migrants themselves”                 

(Antonsich, 2018, p. 452) 

Based upon the fact that the nation-state is not the only source for sculpturing the substantive 

core of citizenship beyond its tectonic plates of formality (Staeheli, 2003), this study intends 

to focus on aspects such as perceived discrimination, sense of belonging (self-identification) 

and transnationalism. To grasp and describe the substantive citizenship of somatically odd 

second-generation immigrants living in Bäckby, and the consequences it has upon their 

interest in political participation (Kymlicka & Norman, 1994; Brubaker, 2010; Isin, 2002). It 

is of central importance for citizenship scholars to understand that the term citizen at its core 

meaning is built upon the notion of belonging and integration (George & Selimos, 2019; Lister, 

1998; Antonsich, 2010; Werbner & Yuval-Davis, 1999). Where terms such as belonging and 

integration not only complete each other but they can also be used interchangeably in their 

description of the subject (Simonsen, 2018; Fokkema et al., 2012), where membership neither 

guarantees adherence to the nation nor exclusion from it (Vera-Larrucea, 2012; Bosniak, 

2000). 

Deprived neighborhoods are a subject that has been occupying the headlines within media, 

academic researches, and the political debate in many different forms on both national and 

local levels. Where aspects like organized crime, mass civil disobedience (Sveriges Radio, 2019, 

28 April), and attacks upon the blue-collar agents, are widely spread among the young male 

citizens, often with a foreign heritage (Polisen, 2015). In Sweden, there were 53 such 

neighborhoods during the year 2015, divided into three categories based on their degree of 

deprivation, and these categories are deprived neighborhoods, risk neighborhoods, and very 

deprived neighborhoods (Polisen, 2015). In 2017, N.O.A. released a new report updating the 

former number of 53 neighborhoods to 61 neighborhoods (Polisen, 2017). Among those new 

entries under the category of deprived neighborhoods is Bäckby in the city of Västerås (Polisen, 

2017).  

The image that media have unwillingly created about deprived neighborhoods has led to the 

stigmatization of the citizens with foreign backgrounds living there (Ericsson et al., 2002). 

From the inside, social risk factors surrounded those formal citizens living in Bäckby, 

aggravating the possibility of developing a norm-breaking behavior (Polisen, 2017). While from 

the outside, they are exposed to stigmatization, social exclusion, perceived discrimination 

(Ericsson et al., 2002), the same outside environment that often describes them as immigrants, 

while they are not (Antonsich, 2018). 
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1.1 Problem setting and hypothesis 

The following citation “… economic and social deprivation and marginalization are corrosive 

of citizenship in the political, civil, and social spheres” (Lister, 1998, pp. 226-227), which serves 

as the problem setting departure point. This thesis positions itself in the fluid domain of 

substantive citizenship, in the same vein, it focuses only on second-generation immigrants with 

a somatic oddity that live in Bäckby, because they are seen as inhabitants of  “… a symbolic 

space that renders questions of belonging highly salient” (Simonsen, 2018, p. 121, 122) and a 

fertile ground for molding citizenship agency “citizens in the making” (Marshall, 1950, p. 25). 

Based on a large body of literature, the author of this thesis argues that the focus group is 

possibly perceiving discrimination that questions their inner sense of belonging. When 

belonging to a scale is questioned, it is likely for second-generation immigrants to develop an 

inclination to seek out their roots, by carrying out transnational activities in the countries of 

their parents' origin. Furthermore, the previously mentioned issues might act as pieces of 

dominos in a domino effect scenario, were the last piece represents the second-generation 

immigrants' interest in practicing democracy (Milbrath, 1981). From a political science 

perspective, understanding the implication of substantive citizenship in how rights are 

practiced, might clear the cloud surrounding the high miss-trust for politics of the second-

generation immigrants living in deprived neighborhoods (Novus, 2019). 

This thesis hypothetically suggests that living in a deprived neighborhood excluded from the 

rest of the city leads to social isolation and possibly an unwillingness to participate in the 

democratic process, which is a problem that should be addressed as a shortcoming of altered 

substantive citizenship. 

1.2 Aims and questions 

This study intends to focus on aspects such as perceived discrimination, sense of belonging, 

and transnationalism to describe the substantive citizenship within the group of the second-

generation immigrants living in Bäckby, and the impact of such substantive citizenship upon 

political participation as an essential pillar of the Swedish democracy. 

This study aims at answering these two questions: 

- How do the second-generation immigrants living in Bäckby portray their substantive 

citizenship? 

- What are the implications of their substantive citizenship for political participation in 

the Swedish democracy? 
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1.3 Disposition 

This thesis begins with a description of the situation in Bäckby according to the media and 

relevant police reports. Then it summarizes several relevant previous studies on the thesis four 

themes perceived discrimination, sense of belonging, transnationalism, and political 

participation. The theoretical framework is built around substantive citizenship and lays an 

embryo to Peregrinus citizenship, as well as briefly discusses the theory behind the themes 

mentioned above. The method chapter will disclose to the reader which method was chosen 

and how it was applied, information about the interview guide and its questions, the 

categorization matrix, the way the interviews were carried out together with the ethical 

principles that this thesis holds high. Furthermore, the thesis continues by revealing its results, 

discussing the results from a theoretical perspective, and finalizes it by sharing its conclusion. 

1.4 Delimitations  

This thesis has the following delimitations: it studies only one out of 21 deprived 

neighborhoods in Sweden; it studies only the somatically odd second-generation immigrants, 

18-35 years old, either born in Sweden or moved to it before schooling age, and with an 

unknown prior record of norm-breaking behavior; 5-8 interviews.  

2 BACKGROUND 

The site of this study, as it was previously mentioned, is a deprived neighborhood in the 

Swedish city of Västerås called Bäckby (Polisen, 2017). Choosing Bäckby was a decision based 

not only on a practical basis but on theoretical salience as well. A meaning that is captured by 

the following quote “the nation-state is not the only scale at which citizenship is constructed or 

is given meaning […] but rather that struggles over belonging in real places are central to the 

daily practice of individuals as citizens” (Varsanyi, 2006, p. 235). Bäckby is often framed in the 

media as an ethnically and socioeconomically segregated neighborhood with problems such as 

cars sets on fire (SVT Västmanland, 2019, 25 August); attacks upon blue-collar (Expressen, 

2018, 3 August); the neighborhood library had to shorten its opening hours due to juvenile 

gangs threatening the employees and behaving aggressively on its premises (Expressen, 2016, 

20 December); problems at its only secondary school led to the political decision of closing it 

down (V.L.T., 2017, 3 October);  

Despite the illustration mentioned above, the most recent report released by N.O.A. suggests 

that the situation in Bäckby remains the same as it was in 2017 (Polisen, 2019). However, the 

police report also mentioned that three similar neighborhoods had shown worsening signs of 

development. Nevertheless, now they are counted as risk areas, which in turn adds another 

good point to Bäckby’s neutral development in the last two years (Polisen, 2019). 
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2.1 Previous research 

2.1.1 Perceived discrimination 

Within the field of political science, it is frequently argued that young second-generation 

immigrants are on the course of both developing an identity and establishing their place in 

society. A process affected not only horizontally by socializing in a multicultural environment 

rich in contrasts and similarities, and vertically influenced by a globalized youth culture spread 

by the media, but also spherically throughout segregation and experiences of social exclusion 

“… that place and the local living environment have a significant impact on young people’s self-

perception and identity” (Johansson & Hammarén, 2011, p. 46). All the mentioned factors 

contribute to the creation of new hybrid identities as a reaction against stigmatization and 

exclusion from the rest of society. Identities can be dichotomic. Where [they] can either choose 

to disassociate themselves from those who are considered the source for stigmatization, or 

[they] develop an identity that can be described as “… a strong affinity with the local district – 

a kind of local patriotism” (Johansson & Hammarén, 2011, p. 46).  

By drawing on the concept of spatial belonging in the deprived neighborhood versus the city, 

several studies point out which bodies (skin color) are considered normal following the space 

they occupy. Where the borders of home are and when those bodies are considered to be 

trespassing, a statement captured by Johansson & Hammarén (2011): 

Thus, having the right passport, right colour and right citizenship makes it easier to pass 

through different ‘stations’ and meet different challenges in society. Certain bodies are 

more inclined to being stopped than others are. These material processes have a great 

impact on the emotional aspects of fitting into and feeling comfortable in a specific 

situation and society. (p. 48) 

In the same vein, there is enough scientific evidence to consider the shortcoming of integration 

among extremely vulnerable and socially marginalized second-generation immigrants as not 

only an outcome of ethnicity and language barriers. Nevertheless, it can be considered as an 

outcome of [their] linkage with structures of social and institutional character in countries 

experiencing growing signs of segregation and discrimination, in a dynamic struggle to be 

considered as an insider, a struggle to fit in (Herz & Johansson, 2012).  

Several other studies adopt a broader perspective of identity, where ‘Swedishness’ represents 

more than whiteness throughout the eyes of the participants and their subjective experiences 

regarding their sense of belonging and strategies of coping with racism and prejudice, forming 

an identity and the freedom of roaming the societal and material borders of society (Herz & 

Johansson, 2012). However, the construction of hybrid identity is highly sensitive towards both 

living in a multicultural environment and socializing with people of contrasting cultural 

backgrounds (Herz & Johansson, 2012). Furthermore, it has been observed that a tendency to 

develop different strategies to cope with racism and prejudice occurs among those affected, 

strategies stretching from masculine self-confidence till acts of giving into the image of 

‘Swedishness’ (Herz & Johansson, 2012). 
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Along the same lines, several pioneer studies have focused upon the effects of how an often-

asked question such as ‘where do you come from?’ affects second-generation immigrants' 

sense of belonging and identities (Creese, 2019). Moreover, how being subjected to alienation 

through homogenizing discourses and mechanisms of “racial micro-aggression” (Creese, 2019, 

p. 1480) that are practiced by the dominant majority. It can lead to the construction of a supra 

identity such as black or immigrant, where “identities are formed in the context of these 

processes pf external labelling as well as subjective feelings of affiliation with groups, cultural 

practices and landscapes” (Creese, 2019, p. 1481). A large body of literature underly the 

considerable impact of racism faced by the second-generation immigrants, upon them 

adopting the national identity were subjects that experienced racism tend to reject any 

identification with it (Creese, 2019). 

2.1.2 Sense of belonging 

It was drawing upon an extensive range of sources that pointed out the possibility of second-

generation immigrants, with or without double formal citizenship, developing an enigmatic 

allegiance and nebulous membership within the subjective dimension of citizenship. The 

previously mentioned aspects were dissected throughout analyzing the second-generation 

immigrants' way of expressing identity, attachment, and the sense of belonging (Vera-

Larrucea, 2012). 

Vera-Larrucea (2012) describes the importance of the lately mentioned analyzed elements as 

“…personal elements that link individuals with country, city, or community to which they 

belong” (p. 165). The later draws attention to the distinctive character of formal citizens 

multiple sense of belonging to different entities simultaneously which is widely considered as 

the new shape of citizenship sturdiness cornerstone (Vera-Larrucea, 2012), an observation well 

illustrated in the following quote:  

Belonging and membership do not always go hand in hand, though. […] people might 

be a member of a group but do not feel that they belong to it. […] people sense of 

belonging is influenced by official discourses. (Vera-Larrucea, 2012, p. 168) 

Correspondingly, there is enough empirical evidence to consider that social exclusion 

contributes to the formation of reactive ethnicity. In particular, when second-generation 

immigrants who were either born in their country of residence or moved in before school age 

are subjected to different kinds of discrimination, a tendency to identify with their ethnic group 

(reactive ethnicity) is intensified (Çelik, 2015). 

An extensive range of studies shows different ways in which dominant mainstream institutions 

contribute to the appearance of reactive ethnicity. Aspects such as negatively framing second-

generation immigrants together with discrimination on the labor market and attending 

disadvantaged secondary schools, all drive the reactive ethnicity towards adversarial actions of 

refusal of the majority group and ethnic clustering around the parents' original ethnicity, as a 

form of the counterculture and a self-preservation act against self and group perceived 

discrimination (Çelik, 2015). 

https://www.powerthesaurus.org/along_the_same_lines/synonyms
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Furthermore, it was observed that being born in the country of residence does not guaranty the 

birth of a citizen, as captured by Çelik (2015) “however, although they were all born and raised 

in Germany, none of the participants defined himself as German. They did not refer to any 

hybrid identity, such as German Turk, Berliner or Parisien” (p. 1652), as well as that formal 

membership does not lead to inclusion in the polity as one of us “… the associated nationality 

does not change how passport-holders are going to be perceived by the majority […] regardless 

of the passport, these young men believed that the Turks are not wanted” (Çelik, 2015, pp. 1653, 

1654). 

Similarly, it is argued that within the liberal-democratic view of citizenship, the national 

identity of host countries is facing challenges. Because the migrants presumed multiple 

allegiances and a sense of belonging in contrast to their obligation of showing loyalty, paying 

taxes, and unconditional allegiance that the liberal-democratic model requires as a condition 

for gaining the rights it grants (Rosbrook-Thompson, 2015). 

However, it is believed that substantive citizenship imbeds “… the processes and the practices 

through which individuals negotiate and contest the meaning of citizenship” (Rosbrook-

Thompson, 2015, p. 1617), processes through which second-generation immigrants expressed 

their feelings of belonging within a community sphere, rooted in ethnicity and religious ties 

but not national ones (Rosbrook-Thompson, 2015). Correspondingly, several scientific 

resources include evidence underlining that the sense of common purpose and sufficient 

similarity have been dissolved among the members in the city; furthermore, the later leading 

to a disjunction of formal and substantive citizenship. Are, among others, the outcomes of 

inequalities regarding social and economic dimensions in the city (Rosbrook-Thompson, 

2015). 

In the same vein, it has been observed in several studies that ethnic appearance played a 

significant role in how second-generation immigrants expressed belonging. At the same time, 

their perceived discrimination, however, was based upon how their neighborhood was 

stigmatized as alien and economically weak. While they were being seen as foreigners 

whenever they were in an affluent neighborhood concluded into forming a dissimilative sense 

of belonging and non-citizen practices (Rosbrook-Thompson, 2015). 

Similarly, claims that the sense of belonging that second-generation immigrants are supposed 

to develop can be either constrained or nurtured by how the majority culture defines and 

practices the notions of ‘us’ and ‘them.’ Which, in its turn, have consequences upon their 

integration. However, belonging can be framed as developing an identity that is attached to a 

social group, as well as “… ideas of connection and embeddedness related to the experience of 

being part of a bigger community” (Simonsen, 2018, p. 120). Accordingly, the second-

generation immigrants’ visible difference, might lead to them not being acknowledged as co-

nationals by the dominant majority that allocates ascriptive criteria to the notion of national 

identity. This criterion cannot be achieved but only inherited (Simonsen, 2018). However, a 

full sense of belonging is harder to achieve, as it depends on the majority acceptance of the fact 

that second-generation immigrants are co-nationals (Simonsen, 2018). Likewise, it has been 

observed that many second-generation immigrants might still consider their host countries as 

home. Even when not identifying themselves as nationals, “it seems likely that the disconnect 
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between identifying as a national and feeling at home in the nation also could be found among 

second-generation immigrants and national minorities in other societies” (Simonsen, 2018, p. 

135). 

Correspondingly, the sense of belonging is not only built upon an attachment to a site or a scale 

considered home. Nevertheless, on the need to be recognized by neighbors (co-citizens) as 

being home, “… feeling at home […], but it is equally about being recognized and understood” 

(Erdal et al., 2018, p. 707). On the other hand, nationality implicates stereotypes of racial and 

cultural nature imbedded in an imagined community. Where members establish, throw their 

daily discourse of who is considered to be one of us, which in its turn, that type of behavior 

constructs a society with “prevailing hierarchies of belonging” (Erdal et al., 2018, p. 708). 

At this point, there are enough signs to consider that race and whiteness are the main engines 

that bring those hierarchies in motion regarding the sense of national belonging. However, the 

later statement adds one more reason to focus on the connection between experienced 

citizenship and national belonging rather than continue assuming that formal citizenship 

automatically generates a sense of belonging. A point is well captured in the following quote 

“These hierarchies point to the problematic conflation of citizenship with nationality which 

recognizes citizens as nationals but withholds their full public recognition as nationals, first 

and foremost because of race” (Erdal et al., 2018, p. 719). 

In the same vein, several studies highlight the emergence of nuanced forms of attachment to 

the diverse neighborhood. Such forms are liveliness, ethnic in-group socialization 

opportunities, and self-fulfillment throughout the ability to convey their personality by the 

ways they choose their appearance, various cultural and religious activities that do not put 

them in a dichotomy with the surrounding environment (Hoekstra, 2019).  

Correspondingly, the belonging discourse on a national level can lead to individuals to be prone 

to develop sentiments of belonging towards the neighborhoods in which they reside. These 

sentiments also help in generating local self-identification, as well as a stronger urban sense of 

belonging than a national one as is stated in the following quote “the second generation, 

particularly those that are subject to discrimination and exclusion due to their ethnic or 

religious background, the local level is more important for processes of identification and 

belonging than the national state” (Barwick & Beaman, 2019, pp. 2, 3). However, more than a 

few studies consider socio-economic vulnerability as a lesser ground of discrimination, while 

race and ethnicity still salient factors upon which the national discourse of exclusion is built. 

The latter being used as an argument to explain why even middle-class second-generation 

immigrants choose to cluster in multicultural neighborhoods rich in ethnic diversity, seeking 

to facilitate the development of a local sense of belonging through ethnic solidarity and 

collective agency that contributes to neighborhood growth (Barwick & Beaman, 2019) 

2.1.3 Transnationalism 

Concomitant with a large body of literature, transnationalism among second-generation 

immigrants formed the central focus in several studies. However, those studies aimed to 

examine the mechanisms of transnationalism and its effects upon cross-generational bonds to 
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the country of origin, attributable to its value in determining the socio-cultural level of 

integration among the population studied. Moreover, the following three activities were 

frequently used indicators of transnationalism “remittances, visits to the home country and 

ethnic media consumption” (Fokkema et al., 2012, p. 111). Social remittances are expressed 

throughout different spectrums such as choosing a bride from parents’ country of origin, being 

active in ethnic-centered organizations, diversified sense of belonging, and transnational 

identity that can be religious (Fokkema et al., 2012). Transnationalism is found to be 

correlating with socio-cultural integration, to this extent, several studies have demonstrated 

significantly fewer transnational indicators among members of second-generation immigrants 

that manifested thriving aspects of socio-cultural integration (Fokkema et al., 2012). 

In the same vein, assertions indicating that residential segregation and strong family influence 

regarding the protection of bloodline, identity, and cohesion can lead to endogamy as a marital 

pattern, which means that individuals seek common traits in their future partners such as 

shared “… language, culture, and religion.” (Wiik & Holland, 2018, p. 145). Furthermore, those 

patterns can be highly influenced by transnational ties and the specific activities that hold these 

ties strong enough to continue influencing the behavior of second-generation immigrants from 

a distance (Wiik & Holland, 2018). These marital patterns can be used to understand the 

integrational processes of second-generation immigrants by studying the cultural traits of the 

chosen spouse (Wiik & Holland, 2018). 

3 THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK 

This study uses substantive citizenship as its theater and the subject actions towards “… 

becoming the person one chooses to be through carrying out those actions that express one’s 

purposes and needs” (Gould, 1988, p. 47) as its acts of citizenship. Then make sail on a journey 

to discover “what makes the citizen?” (Isin, 2009, p. 383) in a framed site and scale where 

citizens are considered “… fluid and dynamic entities that are formed through contests and 

struggles” (Isin, 2009, p. 370). 

By making harbor at different previous theories regarding substantive citizenship, the author 

of this study will try to contribute with an embryo-concept of a Peregrinus citizenship. The later 

representing a new iris used to understand the agency of our studied group “the scope of a 

'theory of citizenship' is potentially limitless-almost every problem in political philosophy 

involves relations among citizens or between citizens and the state” (Kymlicka & Norman, 

1994, p. 353). To present credible findings, the author of this thesis will examine the perceived 

discrimination, sense of belonging, transnational activities, and political engagement of the 

participating participants. Factors that are proven to affect substantive citizenship and the way 

democracy is practiced. 
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3.1 Substantive citizenship 

Citizenship studies are, by nature, an interdisciplinary field with interwoven approaches. That 

aims to describe the struggles of modern societies in the age of migration and globalization 

“there is neither a singular way of engaging with citizenship studies nor a singular way of 

investigating its objects” (Isin et al., 2002, p. 5). Different theories exist in the literature 

regarding citizenship, dividing it between formal and substantive. Where the fact that having 

the status of being a formal citizen with constitutional rights, does not mean that the struggle 

for rights has reached its end an aspect captured in the following quote “… substantive 

citizenship- equality of rights and outcomes- varies so widely that formal citizenship is largely 

irrelevant” (Bloemraad, 2018, p. 8). However, it is deemed salient to redefine the three 

rudimentary pillars' extent, content, and depth of citizenship to cope with new demands of 

recognition and inclusion (Isin et al., 2002). On the importance of converging on substantive 

citizenship, Bosniak (2000) argues: 

… the extension of formal recognition of citizenship under the law by no means undoes 

the myriad forms of substantive inequality and social exclusion suffered by various 

groups of people in liberal democratic societies. The grossly unequal distribution of 

resources in capitalist societies, for example, is said to render many formal rights 

relatively empty of substance, since most citizens are not in a position to avail 

themselves of these rights in a meaningful way. (p. 968) 

Albeit several scholars still proceed in studying citizenship as status, other researchers such as 

Werbner and Yuval-Davis (1999) have consequently begun to explore its substantive 

dimension by defining citizenship as  “… a more total relationship, inflected by identity, social 

positioning, cultural assumptions, institutional practices, and a sense of belonging” (p. 4). 

Similarly, Hall and Williamson (1999) describe citizenship as a lived one "the meaning that 

citizenship actually has in people's lives and the ways in which people's social and cultural 

backgrounds and material circumstances affect their lives as citizens" (p. 2), in the same vein 

Isin (2009) states that “citizenship is about conduct across social groups all of which constitute 

a body politic” (p. 371). 

All three previous statements by the mentioned authors brought forth the carnivalesque 

character of substantive citizenship. Furthermore, there is enough evidence indicating that 

many politics of belonging have focused on the substantive dimension of citizenship. That 

much of the state effort on integrating migrants have focused on the substantive rather than 

the formal dimension of citizenship. A statement captured in the following quote:  

… much work on the civil, political, and social rights of migrant workers in Europe has 

centered on substantive citizenship, not on formal belonging […] the internal politics of 

belonging is focused on efforts to bring the formal status of migrants (or their 

descendants) into alignment with their substantive position. (Brubaker, 2010, pp. 65, 

72) 

A seminal contribution to the citizenship debate is made by Lister (2007). In the virtue of 

considering the status dimension, and the struggle for rights more appropriate for “societies 
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where rights are under-developed or are under threat or for groups who are denied full 

citizenship rights” (Lister, 2007, p. 695), than for societies with a long history of democracy. 

Where citizens have enough constitutional rights to ensure they are capable of expressing 

agency, which emphasizes the high importance of the substantive dimension for countries like 

Sweden, especially regarding the marginalized formal citizens in deprived neighborhoods.   

3.1.1 Peregrinus Citizenship 

The city has been considered for a long time the scale where citizenship is forged “Cities remain 

the strategic arena for the development of citizenship” (Holston 1999, p. 2). The political 

decisions taken behind the closed doors of the city hall are rooted, at least in theory, either in 

the deprived neighborhoods represented by its dark alleys covered in graffiti, or the affluent 

parts of the city represented by its fancy golf clubs. Citizenship as status has always represented 

the struggle for rights, the never-ending conflict built upon the fantasy of the dominant 

majority that views the city from a Roman angle, a polis of plebeians and patricians (Joppke, 

2019). 

The state, as a national scale, wears the “veil of ignorance” (Rawls, 1971, p. 11) and recognizes 

all its subjects as equals. However, discrimination acts on the local scale are still present. 

Nevertheless, discriminatory acts are expressed through human agency. The hunger for 

domination and power portrayed through the wish to control the access to scarce resources 

such as “jobs, housing, welfare” (Mols & Hart, 2017, p. 147), that constitutes the substance of 

power, as well as of conflict (Mols & Hart, 2017). 

 Peregrinus citizenship was chosen by the author of this thesis as the term that describes the 

substantive citizenship that incorporates the acts and emotions of strangeness portrayed by the 

interviewees participating in this thesis. However, the meaning attributed by the author to the 

term Peregrinus citizenship is entirely disassociated from what the term meant during the 

Roman empire.  

Peregrinus citizenship as substantive citizenship has been forced to inherit this conflict as “… 

practices of claims-making to belong” (Reed-Danahay & Brettell, 2008, p. 12), when the won 

rights on the vertical level, were transformed into merely paper-rights on the horizontal level 

“vertical having to do with the citizens’ relationship to the polity and horizontal with their 

relationships among themselves” (Reed-Danahay & Brettell, 2008, p. 9). The paper-citizens 

called the bluff by adding some substantive flesh to those formal bones through acts of 

substantive citizenship. Acts fueled by the struggle in their daily reality, a struggle for 

recognition and equality (Young, 1999; Bosniak, 2000), a struggle to feel like a citizen and be 

seen as one (Simonsen, 2018; Antonsich, 2018; Erdal et al., 2018, Holsten, 2009), not only by 

the state but also by fellow citizens (Isin, 2009), a struggle to no longer be homogenized as an 

immigrant (Crees, 2019) in the only country the second generation knows ” … children of 

migrants are not migrants themselves” (Antonsich, 2018, p. 452), a struggle to feel at home 

(Antonsich, 2010; Erdal et al., 2018), where a roof is not a home.  

Political science has a long history of studying citizenship, but old-fashioned methods used to 

understand the new citizenry dynamics “… such as Liberalism, republicanism and 
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communitarianism have been inadequate” (Isin, 2009, p. 370). In contrast, modern political 

science subfields such as political psychology have made significant contributions towards 

understanding “the attitudes and behaviours of the ordinary citizens and voters” (Moles & 

Hart, 2017, p. 144). Furthermore, there is enough evidence that even studies that are based 

upon a small number of participants can lead to new theories (Kvale & Brinkmann, 2014).   

Guided by the spirit of democratic citizenship, “citizenship-as-desirable-activity” (Kymlicka & 

Norman, 1994, p. 353), and that “Citizenship is not membership” (Isin, 2009, p. 371). The 

author of this thesis will be using political science as a lens to approach the acts related to the 

perceived discrimination, sense of belonging, and transnationalism of the second-generation 

immigrants with somatic oddity. Unveiling those acts and emotions will open a window 

towards understanding how [they] portray their Peregrinus citizenship, through the daily 

agency. The agency relevant to this study is defined as an approach that: 

…focuses not just on reflexivity, but also upon the intentionality of agents, that is the action 

plans of agents and the strategies they have for realizing them, and upon their self-reactiveness, 

that is their ‘ability to construct appropriate courses of action and to motivate and regulate their 

execution. (Marsh, 2017, p. 202) 

Acts that reflect: a high affinity towards their neighborhood (Johansson & Hammarén, 2011), 

in contrast to lower comfort while present in other sites of the same or higher level scale 

(Ahmed, 2007; Johansson & Hammarén, 2011); expressed in forms of hybrid or purely ethnic 

identities (Çelik, 2015; Sarup, 1994; Herz & Johansson, 2012); together with performing acts 

or the will to perform acts of a transnational nature (Fokkema et al., 2012; Wiik & Holland, 

2018); and an awareness of the imaginary barrier that animates the perception of being 

discriminated (Simonsen, 2018; Lundström, 2017; Hübinette & Lundström, 2014); 

considering parents’ homeland to be own homeland because of compatibility with the human 

agency received in parents’ homeland “recognized and understood” (Wood & Waite, 2011, p. 

201). 

The previously mentioned acts would be considered the bedrock of Peregrinus citizenship, 

where formal citizens do not act like one (Vera-Larrucea, 2012; Rumbaut, 2015). Alternatively, 

they act but not on behalf of the national identity of the country of residence, instead of acting 

on the interest of the ethnic group that the subject identifies with (Rosbrook-Thompson, 2015). 

And were “… emotions are crucially important in shaping actions” (Marsh, 2017, p. 202). 

While Peregrinus citizenship has its focus on the formal citizens among second-generation 

immigrants, it does not unsubscribe from the notion of rights as universal. However, it is built 

upon the demand of multiple scale recognition among fellow formal citizens, on the substantive 

level “… the ideal does not tolerate ‘second-class citizenship’” (Bosniak, 2000, p. 968). 

Furthermore, Peregrinus citizenship considers the need for an agency that empowers fellow 

citizenship without the need for domination, even if there are signs that citizenship can 

generate both “Citizenship can be both domination and empowerment separately or 

simultaneously” (Isin, 2009, p. 369).  

Peregrinus citizenship distincts itself through the following features: it is class sensitive but not 

class restricted, by which is meant that even if it represents the echoes from the deprived 
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neighborhoods as its leading site, it still accepts the possibility that other similar echoes can be 

originated from other sites as well (Barwick & Beaman, 2019); it is somatically restricted as 

only those second-generation immigrants that are stopped, due to somatic oddity in 

comparison with the dominant majority (Antonsich, 2018) can be presented as Peregrinus; it 

lays weight on emotions as well as acts of strangeness (Marsh, 2017). 

The concept of a Peregrinus citizenship contrasts the ideal of collective identity as well as the 

“… figure of the citizen with singular loyalty, identity and belonging” (Isin, 2009, p. 368).  A 

contrast that can be considered problematic to any representative democracy that decides to 

look away and ignores its presence. Therefore, it is of significant importance for a healthy 

democratic society to seek the creation of a shared identity or substantive citizenship. Based 

on equality and recognition that can render the feeling of being stuck in Limbo between in-

group identity and intergroup citizenship to null, a meaning captured in the following quote: 

A common in-group identity could also focus members’ attention on similarities rather 

than differences between the groups and thereby decrease the salience of those values 

and beliefs that are unshared, and consequently represent a symbolic threat. This does 

not necessarily mean that the subgroups relinquish their differences, merely that the 

focus is shifted to similarities. (Riek et al., 2010, p. 405)   

3.2 Perceived discrimination 

The importance of perceived discrimination to the current study is built around the fact that it 

can reverse the acculturation and social upward mobility processes for second-generation 

immigrants. By that triggering a wave of clustering around the inherited ethnic identity 

(Rumbaut, 2015). Perceived discrimination is defined in literature as:  

a pattern of stable attributions to prejudice reflects perceived systematic exclusion by the 

privileged group. Because privileged groups have the power to define who is and who is not fully 

accepted, rejection by privileged groups implies that one’s group is excluded from the most valued 

positions in society (Schmitt & Branscombe, 2002, p. 177). 

Dismantling the roots of discrimination is necessary to comprehend the reasons behind 

practicing discriminatory mechanisms against disadvantaged individuals and their groups in 

Sweden as the national scale:  The general attitude of using a binary division of ethnicity in just 

two supreme identities ’Swedes’ and ‘immigrants’ (Hübinette & Lundström, 2014); the 

apparition of “white melancholia” (Hübinette & Lundström, 2014, p. 433); animating the 

discriminatory acts by using “Whiteness […] as a form of power [that] is defined, deployed, 

performed, policed and reinvented through a multiplicity of practices” (Hübinette & 

Lundström, 2014, p. 425), where whiteness also represent ‘Swedishness’ (Herz & Johansson, 

2012; Hübinette & Lundström, 2011). 

For the second-generation immigrants living in deprived neighborhoods, the concept of 

whiteness is salient. As it forms a barrier that frames the margins of their space of comfort 

(Johansson & Hammarén, 2011), without the risk of being discriminated against as their 

bodies, “Stand out when they are out of place” (Ahmed, 2007, p. 159). 
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Racial micro-aggression acts such as the omnipresent vernacular question ‘Where are you 

from?’ (Creese, 2019), can be interpreted as a way to state that the person asking the question 

“was here first” (Lundström, 2017, p. 82). It is considered a way to identify the somatically 

approved in a specific space “…bodies as outside the boundaries of the imagined community” 

(Creese, 2019, p. 1489), as well as  “… in-your-face incivilities and aggressive aesthetics” 

(Holston, 2009, p. 261) their exclusion by the majority imaginary boundaries that try to moor 

those considered to be the others to their allocated space (Holston, 2009). 

Traveling outside the protective dome of the deprived neighborhood, leaving behind their 

sense of security and familiarity, is a journey between two different social realms. Through 

which second-generation immigrants experience the vivid dichotomy between their site of 

stigma and the “affluent and ‘white’ parts of the city” (Johansson & Hammarén, 2011, p. 49) in 

aspects such as  “…status, class, cultural capital, ambitions and urban distinction” (Johansson 

& Hammarén, 2011, p. 49). 

3.3 Belonging  

Belonging is considered by a large and growing body of literature to be the core of citizenship 

(Staeheli, 2003) as well as a metonym for identity (Antonsich, 2010). The notion of belonging 

been studied from two dimensions: place attachment; and performative attachment 

(Antonsich, 2010). However, belonging is defined as a term that:  

encompasses citizenship, nationhood, gender, ethnicity and emotional dimensions of status and 

attachment […] as a personal intimate, feeling of being ‘at home’ in a place (place-

belongingness) and belonging as a discursive resource which constructs, claims, justifies, or 

resist forms of socio-spatial inclusion/exclusion. (Antonsich, 2010, p. 645) 

It is salient for this current study to distinguish between belonging as an official membership 

manifested through formal citizenship and between the cognition as well as the feeling of 

belonging displayed through emotions of being attached symbolically to a site or a scale of “… 

familiarity, comfort, security” (Antonsich, 2010, p. 646) that can be considered home because 

the formal citizen is both “recognized and understood” (Wood & Waite, 2011, p. 201). The sense 

of belonging plays a crucial role in identity formation (Antonsich, 2010; George & Selimos, 

2019). By creating hybrid identities or even a sense of belonging to a space beyond the 

individual proximity in a given physical scale or site, such as an attachment to the country of 

inherited origin, “identity can be displaced; it can be hybrid or multiple. It can be constituted 

through community: family, region, the nation state…” (Sarup, 1994, p. 93). Identity and 

citizenship are two faces of the same coin “Citizenship is not just a certain status, defined by a 

set of rights and responsibilities. It is also an identity, an expression of one's membership in a 

political community” (Kymlicka & Norman, 1994, p. 369). 

The residential segregation in deprived neighborhoods has affected undesirably the sense of 

belonging of its inhabitants on higher scales (national, regional). However, it has increased the 

will to express urban attachment using the city as its scale and the neighborhood as its site 

(Wood & Waite, 2011; Rosbrook-Thompson, 2015; Barwick & Beaman, 2019). 
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Since in the dominant majority eyes, belonging is used as a salient ingredient in how terms like 

‘us’ and ‘them’ are framed (Simonsen, 2018). The ethnically based identification of those living 

in deprived neighborhoods can be considered as a reaction to “bright boundary drawing” 

(Simonsen, 2018, p. 119) not as a consequence of the freedom of choice, resulting in either 

symbolic or rational conflicts between the victims of exclusion, and those who perform 

exclusionary acts “Belonging can be a useful resource for minimizing conflicts between people, 

but it can also be a crucial basis for intergroup tensions, and exclusionary or discriminatory 

behavior” (Wood & Waite, 2011, p. 201). 

Despite that de facto” … children of migrants are not migrants themselves” (Antonsich, 2018, 

p. 452), second-generation immigrants are still seen as migrants due to their somatic oddity 

(Çelik, 2015; Simonsen, 2018; Crees, 2019; Antonsich, 2018). Moreover, them being referred 

to colloquially as immigrants employing the omnipresent label of the second-generation 

immigrant. Using the term immigrant in describing the descendants of immigrants is an 

axiomatic problem, that can be framed through an appeal towards a clarification of what is 

colloquially meant by ‘migrant.’ A clarification that is deemed necessary to comprehend its 

ramification upon the second-generation immigrant’s identity formation, where according to 

researcher Catrin Lundström: 

’the migrant’ is imagined as (and often is) a non-privileged, non-white, non-western 

(refugee) subject in search of a better future in ‘our’ country […] Thus, the racialized 

construction of the migrant category encompasses how the status of migration is passed 

on to future generations. (Lundström, 2017, pp. 79, 81) 

In its turn, such an abstract portrait of the image of the migrant, burdened with damaging 

connotations, is wrongfully used to include myriads of both immigrants and their children that 

do not fit in the given description (Lundström, 2017). In contrast, several studies have shown 

the salient alteration that immigration generated upon “… conceptions of national membership 

and belonging in nation-states” (Goodman, 2015, p. 1906). During their daily negotiation of 

acts to fit in, the identity of second-generation immigrants is often questioned, whenever it is 

confronted by several dissertations of nation reproduction acts performed by members of the 

dominant majority, a process of reproduction that gets discontinued by the other somatic 

oddity “Encountering a ‘strange’ face which speaks alike disrupts the banal scheme of national 

reproduction” (Antonsich, 2018, p. 450). 

Several studies have pointed out that besides the above mentioned the following issues also 

correlates with the sense of belonging: expressing attachment towards a specific place where 

the subject is feeling at home (Antonsich, 2010; Lundström, 2017); reactive ethnicity (Çelik, 

2015); double membership through dual citizenship (Vera-Larrucea, 2011).   

3.4 Transnationalism  

By transnationalism researchers mean activities driven by formal citizens with either foreign 

background or heritage, in their host countries, to convey “their collective identity” (Goitom, 
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2017, p. 180) via maintaining and revitalizing the connection with their country of origin 

(Fokkema et al., 2012). Within transnational studies, three groups of activities are ubiquitous 

as indicators of practiced transnationalism. These markers are “… remittances, visits to the 

home country and ethnic media consumption” (Fokkema et al., 2012, p. 111). 

Several studies pointed out that social remittances are expressed throughout different 

spectrums. Such as choosing a bride that is brought from parents’ country of origin, a process 

is also known as endogamous spouse choosing (Goitom, 2017; Wiik & Holland, 2018), being 

active in ethnic-centered organizations. It is a diversified sense of belonging and transnational 

identity that can be religious (Fokkema et al., 2012), voting in home country national elections, 

and property ownership on the territory of the home country are also considered to be 

indicators of transnational social ties (Brubaker, 2010). 

Transnationalism is vital for the current study because it is widely considered to be a gauge for 

shortcomings of adaptation (belonging, substantive citizenship, and national identity) and the 

“… inability or unwillingness to integrate” (Fokkema et al., 2012, p. 112), as well as it affects 

citizenry agency by indicating the ways “in which loyalties, identities, solidarities, and 

membership structures cut across borders of nation-states” (Brubaker, 2010, p. 74). 

Nevertheless, the second-generation immigrants having two input sources of norms leads to 

double socialization, in both host and parents’ country of origin and thinning the line between 

the mentioned two countries. Sucha an outcome can be reflected in the second-generation 

choice of political parties (Levitt, 2009). 

3.5 Political participation 

To investigate the impact of Peregrinus citizenship upon Swedish democracy, the participants’ 

interest regarding political participation will be analyzed “Being politically engaged means 

practicing substantive citizenship” (Isin et al., 2002, p. 4). According to Milbrath (1981), 

political participation can be divided into three categories based on the participants' types in 

the Roman gladiator arena, namely gladiators, spectators, and apathetic (Milbrath, 1981). 

Those actively involved in political activities such as campaigning for political parties are seen 

as gladiators. In contrast, those that pay less attention to the political arena and just vote are 

considered spectators, leaving those that are totally out of the political sphere to be considered 

apathetic (Milbrath, 1981). 

It is widely accepted to consider “…that voting is as much an act by which a citizen affirms his 

or her loyalty to the system as it is an act by which to make demands on the political system” 

(Milbrath, 1981, p. 201). However, Ruedin (2007) places voting on the bottom level of being 

considered a spectator, were even wearing a button is considered by Ruedin (2007) as a higher 

level of a political spectator. The decisions that are taken by the subject regarding its form of 

participating (gladiators, spectators) or not participating (apathetic) highly depends on the 

subject race, socio-economic capital, and education, as well as: 

attitudes, beliefs, and personality traits of citizens. These personal factors probably have 

the strongest and most profound effects in determining whether or not a person 
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participates. Personal factors are learned and are strongly affected by socialization 

(learning) experiences available in the environment in which a person was raised or 

currently lives. (Milbrath, 1981, p. 208) 

4 METHOD & MATERIAL 

The methodological approach used is deductive with predefined themes, concepts, and 

indicators extracted from theory and peer-reviewed previous studies on the subject (Esaiasson 

et al., 2015). 

The author will have some central questions that have a sturdy connection to the subject's 

concepts, as well as some follow-up questions in case the participant through his/her answer 

shows signs that he/she might have misunderstood the dimension of the question (Kvale & 

Brinkmann, 2014; Hsieh & Shannon, 2005). In addition to the purpose being exploratory, it is 

descriptive in its goal of highlighting how second-generation immigrants in Bäckby experience 

their substantive citizenship. Furthermore, how their feelings about perceived discrimination, 

sense of belonging, and transnationalism, are expressed in their responses and how it animates 

their political participation (Kvale & Brinkmann, 2014). 

To achieve a description of the larger picture and to “… retest existing data in a new context” 

(Elo & Kyngäs, 2008, 111), it was necessary for the author to become acquainted with a large 

body of literature on the subject this thesis digs into (Kvale & Brinkmann, 2014). Which, in its 

turn, has determined the author’s choice to follow the model called “Deductive content 

analysis” (Elo & Kyngäs, 2008, p. 111). The author’s choice of applying a deductive 

interpretation was motivated by the approach’s cumulative nature that it is deemed salient to 

“… provide predictions about the variables of interest or relationships among variables, thus 

helping to determine the initial coding scheme or relationships between codes” (Hsieh & 

Shannon, 2005, p. 1281). 

Although the analysis focuses on the meaning behind the answers (Esaiasson et al., 2015), the 

author is fully aware that meaning and language go hand in hand (Kvale & Brinkmann, 2014). 

Following the hermeneutic interpretation school where a holistic perspective is adopted to 

understand the fragments (Esaiasson et al., 2015), the author of this thesis is fully aware of how 

the interpreter might affect the finale results and the conclusions of this study (Esaiasson et 

al., 2015), where achieving pure objectivity is not plausible (Kvale & Brinkmann, 2014). 

Therefore the author will seek to be empathically neutral during the interpretation momentum 

(Vromen, 2017) and to interpret the answers generously (Esaiasson et al., 2015). 
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4.1 Qualitative semi-structured interviews  

Within the qualitative research used by political science, it is salient to comprehend that the 

social attitudes of the subjects studied, and its impact upon political engagement, cannot be 

decontextualized from the discourse surrounding the given subjects. That is why the political 

scientist aims to describe the larger picture (Vromen, 2017).  

The ore-digger metaphor discussed by Kvale & Brinkmann (2014) feels more natural to the 

author of this thesis in his role as an interviewer. Moreover, the data this study uses is gathered 

through questions that dig out the knowledge obtained by the participants through their daily 

interaction with their environment. Furthermore, the collected data can then be analyzed and 

categorized in order to be able to finally draw and present conclusions (Kvale & Brinkmann,  

2014). 

What the author expects from the participants' answers is to obtain information from a 

contextual perspective that highlights both personal opinions and collective patterns (Kvale & 

Brinkmann, 2014). However, questions that seek an answer to both the ‘How’ and the ‘What’ 

are deemed stimulating for understanding the version of the world the participants struggle in, 

where ‘How’ and ‘What’ are considered to complement each other in the process of describing 

the phenomena analytically (Kvale & Brinkmann, 2014). 

4.2  Data collection 

4.2.1 Documentation  

The author perused the goal of becoming well documented on the subject of this study to be 

able to formulate a problem and a niche that can be the departure point of the study as well as 

a robust knowledge of what has been previously established within the field of substantive 

citizenship (Kvale & Brinkman, 2014). The goal was achieved by using digital platforms such 

as Google Scholar, and the university database was used to search for peer-reviewed articles. 

The process behind the gathering of academic sources was conducted using keywords such as 

second-generation immigrants, substantive citizenship, belonging, home theory, 

transnationalism, political participation, and perceived discrimination.  

The search was refined by selecting both political science and citizenship from the menu to 

narrow down the result and to avoid listing the works that are not related to the field of political 

science. More than 70 articles were downloaded and read, from which over 50 were selected as 

relevant to this thesis’s multiple variables. Google-books platform was also used to gain access 

to sources that were not found in the other mentioned platforms. Where many such books were 

partially read from which some were used. One book was borrowed from the university library, 

a book that the author of this study encouraged the university library to acquire on a previous 

occasion.  
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The author also used diverse digital platforms such as researchgate.net to contact several 

prominent researchers with questions that aimed to broaden the author’s understanding of 

nuances omnipresent in the current research field. Researcher Christian Joppke never replied 

while researcher Ruth Lister shared notes from fieldwork conducted in 1999, and researcher 

Tobias Hübinette shared an article that he co-authored. 

4.2.2 Recruitment of participants  

The process behind the empirical data collection aimed to find between 5 and 8  individuals 

that belong to our group of interest (Kvale & Brinkmann, 2014). The author has contacted a 

teacher at Nybyggeskolan secondary school, where possible participants are believed to attend. 

The inquiry ended by the teacher promising to contact the principal on behalf of the author of 

this thesis. Since this study is conducted during the extraordinary circumstances of the COVID-

19 pandemic, no further contact took place with staff from the mentioned school. 

The process of finding candidates continued by contacting other students at Mälardalens 

University through the association of political science students (STATO), as well as a non-profit 

association in Bäckby named Bäckby United that also acts as a sports club. These particular 

attempts did not generate any further candidates. 

The difference in age between the author and possible participants made it difficult to find 

candidates from within the first circle of contacts that the author is familiar with. Albeit, some 

of the author's entourage knew possible candidates that the author got their contact 

information after they pre-agreed to participate. The author contacted those candidates and 

explained briefly what the study is about and emphasizing the ethical values that the study and 

the author hold high. Two of the participants were acquired through a snowball mechanism, 

and the other four were independently selected. No previous contact was established with 

candidates that did not end up contributing as participants in the current study. 

4.2.3 Selection process 

Second-generation immigrants are widespread spatially all-over Swedish cities, and they are 

found both in affluent and deprived neighborhoods. This study takes a strategic stance in its 

selection of participants by adopting two frames of selection (Esaiasson et al., 2015). Limiting 

its geographical frame, through focusing just on the non-norm-breaking and somatically odd 

second-generation immigrants living in Bäckby. Limiting its age frame to young participants 

18-35 for ethical reasons as well as the importance of youth as “… a time when the relationship 

to citizenship is in a state of flux” (Lister et al., 2003, p. 236) 

According to Kvale & Brinkmann (2014), the researcher conducting the interview should 

already have in mind a picture or a specific type of participant that serves best the purpose of 

the study. Furthermore, Kvale & Brinkmann (2014) account for three different types of 

participants from which the author of this study selected the type called the “member”  (Kvale 

& Brinkmann, 2014, p. 129).  Since this type illustrate a participant that “… has certain 
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knowledge about an environment or a certain social practice” (Kvale & Brinkmann, 2014, p. 

129) [O. T.]. 

During the process of selecting the participants, the author was always seeking to attain 

diversity in age, ethnicity (but still somatically odd), gender, education, knowledge of the 

mother tongue, number of formal citizenships (double/single), and place of birth. The list of 

participants is discreetly presented in Table 1. Due to shuffling, the entries sequence in which 

the participants are presented in Table 1, does not necessarily correspond with the sequence in 

which the participants are referred to in the thesis. The author’s choice of shuffling the list was 

made to avoid negative consequences such as stereotypes that can be drawn upon a specific 

participant profile while reading the quotes (Kvale & Brinkmann, 2014). 

Table 1 Participants diversity *(gender is juridical, not subjective) 

Age Ethnicity Gender Education Known languages Birthplace  Citizenship 

22 Somali M University Swedish; Somali; English Sweden Swedish 

24 Arab W University Swedish; Arabic; English; 
little Korean. 

Iraq Swedish/ 
Iraqi 

25 Kurd  W University Swedish; Kurdish; English; 
little Spanish. 

Sweden Swedish 

21 Kurd M University Kurdish; Swedish; English; 
little Arabic. 

Kurdistan-
Iraq 

Swedish/ 
Iraqi 

33 Kurd W University Kurdish, Arabic, Swedish, 
little Persian and English  

Kurdistan-
Iraq 

Swedish/ 
Iraqi 

22 Kurd M University Kurdish, Swedish, English, 
and Turkish 

Sweden Swedish/ 
Turkish 

 

4.3 Interview guide 

The interview guide (appendix 2) is constituted from four themes, each with questions 

regarding several pre-ascribed concepts based on causalities concluded in previous studies, as 

well as questions refereeing to indicators representing the tangible aspects or actions that 

describe the concepts. The relational sequence used to interconnect the different levels of 

questions is based on a bottom-up concentration approach, as Figure 1 illustrates: 
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Figure 1 Example of a bottom-up relational sequence 

The questions used in the interview guide are both dynamic and thematic, using casual Swedish 

language to be easily understood and by that save the interview time from being wasted on 

explaining the question (Kvale & Brinkmann, 2014). The questions in the interview guide are 

of three types: Background questions; Open-ended introductory questions regarding each 

concept of the four specific themes (Kvale & Brinkmann, 2014); Direct questions regarding 

indicators of a specific concept (Kvale & Brinkmann, 2014).  

Having three types of questions serves well the purpose of the study. The background questions 

can generate a possible profile of the subject, while the introductory questions are allowing the 

participant to share his/her opinion on the concept built upon their own experience. The third 

type is more direct questions that help the participant in sharing its knowledge regarding a 

specific matter within the dimension of the given concept, as well as reassuring the author's 

interpretation of the answer during the upcoming process of coding the transcripts. 

4.3.1 Theoretical terms and operationalization process 

This thesis adopts the variable thinking approach to answer its questions (Esaiasson et al., 

2015). Regarding the first question, Substantive citizenship is the thesis dependent term, while 

three themes act as independent terms. However, to answer its second question, political 

participation will be the dependent variable, and the substantive citizenship type that emerged 

through answering the first question will be the independent variable that explains it, as 

illustrated in Figure 2: 

 

Figure 2 The hierarchical relationship between the theoretical terms. 

•Wher are you from?

Indicator

•Racial micro-
aggression

Concept

•Perceived Discrimination

Theme

Substantive 
citizenship 

Perceived 
discrimination

Sense of 
belonging

Transnationalism

Political 
participation
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A structured categorization matrix (Table 5) (Elo & Kyngäs, 2008) was constructed to 

operationalize the theoretical terms (Esaiasson et al., 2015). It is based on the fact that a large 

body of literature has concluded that themes such as perceived discrimination, sense of 

belonging and transnationalism are independent terms that have a causal effect upon how the 

formal citizen shapes his/her substantive citizenship (Schmitt & Branscombe, 2002; Varsanyi, 

2006; Staeheli, 2003; Brubaker, 2010; Fokkema et al., 2012). Other previous studies have 

stated that substantive citizenship plays a deceive role when it comes to how citizens chose to 

influence democracy through politically participate (Milbrath, 1981; Kymlicka & Norman, 

1994, Isin et al., 2002). 

Correspondingly, the operationalization process continues by dividing each theme into several 

concepts (Elo & Kyngäs, 2008). For example, Racial micro-aggression (Crees, 2019), and 

being treated differently due to somatic oddity (Antonsich, 2018; Simonsen, 2019; Çelik, 2015) 

are two concept of the theme Perceived discrimination based upon the studies of the 

mentioned researchers. In the same vein, the author of this thesis uses Feeling at home (Erdal 

et al., 2018; Simonsen, 2019), Neighborhood affiliation (Johansson & Hammarén, 2011) and 

Reactive ethnicity (Çelik, 2015) as three concepts of the theme Sense of belonging. 

Furthermore, consumption of ethnic media, social remittances, and choice of traveling 

destination are considered concepts of the theme transnationalism based upon the studies of 

researchers Fokkema et al. (2012). Furthermore, Political engagement is a theme with two 

concepts Interest in local politics (Milbrath, 1981) and interest in politics of the country of 

origin (Brubaker, 2010). 

Similarly, each theoretical concept is assigned several operational indicators (Table 5) 

borrowed from what the previous studies have concluded with (Esaiasson et al., 2015). 

4.4 Procedures and implementation 

All the data is collected by conducting semi-structured interviews in Swedish with one 

participant at a time. Giving that this study is conducted during the times of the COVID-19 

pandemic, the author sent the informational letter to his participants by using Facebook 

Messenger. The author chose to apply this measure to minimize the possibility of spreading 

the virus by exchanging a physical information letter. 

Other recommendations communicated by the Swedish national health agency were also taken 

into consideration during conducting the interviews, such as social distancing and avoiding 

handshaking, which is considered a highly regarded cultural habit. The author has explained 

the reason behind avoiding handshaking to the participant to not interpret the act as culturally 

offensive.  

Only one interview was conducted through a physical meeting, that took place in a separate 

meeting room at the Mälardalens University in Västerås. Other interviews were conducted 

through phone conversations recorded with a secure third-party software called Cube. The 

author also has disabled cloud saving, so the data could only be recorded on the physical phone 
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memory. The recordings were later transferred to a secure external hard disk and saved in a 

separate encrypted folder, awaiting its deletion.  

4.4.1 Transcription and Citations 

The transcription process begun with listening very carefully to each recording were each 

transcription of around a 30 min recording took almost 5 hours/recording. The interviews were 

transcribed by applying the Intelligent Verbatim transcribing method to present a coherent 

text clean of inadvertent and repetitive words, tics and fillers, while keeping the answers 

unedited with the grammatical mistakes present in the speech (Kvale & Brinkmann, 2014). The 

shortcomings of this transcribing method are, among others, that it disregards gestures, verbal 

tones, emotions, and other elements of body language. In other words, the author of this study 

will focus on what is being said and not on how it is being said during the transcribing process. 

It is essential to disclose with the readers that the author is not a seasoned researcher and with 

limited experience in transcribing, which means that the presented quotes might not live up to 

the clarity standards of Intelligent Verbatim.  

By following the ethical principles that this study holds high, the author made several changes 

in the answers where the participants’ confidentiality could have been compromised (Elo & 

Kyngäs, 2008). These changes were done by substituting the answers where the participants 

name their ongoing program at a university, with just using the word “university.” 

Furthermore, whenever the participants mention their ethnicity or the name of the country 

that they consider homeland, if the country is not Sweden, because Sweden is a common 

denominator that does not affect confidentiality. 

The fact that four participants share the same ethnicity, of whom three of them share even the 

parents’ country of origin, meant that breaking confidentiality is not at risk. However, the 

author chose not to divulge the quoted participants' hybrid identities and redacted (Table 2) 

their hybrid identities (if present) to avoid negative consequences upon a particular ethnicity 

or nationality (Kvale & Brinkmann, 2014). In-text quotations were degenderized by using a 

double pronoun he/she instead of a single pronoun that reveals the participant gender. 

Additionally, the gender of the dream partner (Appendix 2) from the participants' quoted 

answers was replaced with just [partner]. 

Table 2 Redacted ethnicities, nationalities, and hybrid identities 

Foreign 
ethnicity 
among 
participants 

Redacted 
foreign 
ethnicity 

Hybrid 
identity 

Foreign nationality 
among participants 

Redacted foreign 
nationality/Country 

Hybrid 
identity 

Arab, Kurd, 
Somali. 

[Ω] Swedish- 
[Ω] 

Iraqi, Turkish [π] Swedish- 
[π] 

 

All the changes, as mentioned above, will be illustrated in citations in between [], so the reader 

understands that the word provenience is provided by the author, not the participant that is 
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quoted. By performing such substitutions, it will be harder to recognize the quoted participant's 

profile by reading the different quotations. 

The author will translate from Swedish to English only those parts from the transcriptions that 

will be quoted in the actual thesis. It is essential to mention that the author is not a native 

speaker of either language, but he has an average command in Swedish and a good command 

in English. Descriptive words will be added in citations in between brackets ‘[]’ if deemed 

necessary to avoid any losses of meaning due to translation. The original quotes in Swedish will 

be put at the reader's disposal as footnotes to achieve future transferability.   

4.5 Data processing and analysis 

As it is recommended by Elo & Kyngäs (2008), the author of this study constructed a structured 

categorization matrix (Table 5). Then each transcript was methodically read several times to 

get acquainted with it and to be able to see the parts from the perspective of the whole (Kvale 

& Brinkmann, 2014). The second step in the process was to condensate all answers attained 

from the participants under their particular question, by that creating one document holding 

all transcripts. The merger of transcripts will facilitate a better understanding of the nuances 

illustrated in each answer regarding the question asked. 

The analysis process will be performed through a dialogue between the author and the 

transcripts (Kvale & Brinkmann, 2014). The aim of questioning the text (Table 4) is to 

deconstruct it into smaller entities that, for example, illustrate emotions, norms, activities, and 

views, but not only (Kvale & Brinkmann, 2014). 

Those entities can be words, phrases, or even paragraphs that hold either an implicit or explicit 

meaning, useful to answer the thesis questions (Kvale & Brinkmann, 2014). The selected 

entities will be coded in the transcripts with the guidance of the structured categorization 

matrix (Table 5). Each entity will be at first compared with an indicator, then concentrated as 

a part of a concept that belongs to a theme (Table 3). 

Table 3 Example of coded entities 

Entity Code Concept  Theme  

It is homeland attachment Feeling at home Sense of belonging 

 

Substantive citizenship will be the author’s magnifying lens, used to find the answers to the 

questions regarding how the participants liv their substantive citizenship. Throughout their 

daily activities and emotions, that they express towards and perform in their site (Bäckby) and 

scale (Västerås) (Hall & Williamson, 1999; Isin, 2009; Varsanyi, 2006; Holston, 1999; 

Kymlicka & Norman, 1994), as well as towards their country of residence and country of 

parents’ origin (Simonsen, 2018). Furthermore, the questions will also focus on how 

participants through their answers, represent the way they perceive discrimination, their sense 
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of belonging, their transnationalism, and their political participation (Werbner & Yuval-Davis, 

1999; Milbrath, 1981; Ahmed, 2007; Fokkema et al., 2012). 

Table 4 Example of questions asked to the transcripts and how they were interpreted 

Question Answer  Interpretation  

How do participants refer to 
their country of origin in their 

answers to different 
questions? 

It is the homeland, homeland, 
in my homeland, when I travel 

to my homeland. 

High attachment to the 
country of parents’ origin. 

 

Albeit being aware of the fact that the same text can be interpreted in different ways by different 

interprets. The author acknowledges that the answers gained from the dialogue with the 

transcripts are mere nuances of the truth, and not the whole truth, even if the transcripts are 

interpreted with the help of common sense acquired from theory and previous studies (Kvale 

& Brinkmann, 2014). 

Table 5 Structured categorization matrix  

Theme  Perceived discrimination 

Concepts  Racial micro-aggressions Treated differently due to somatic oddity 

Indicators  Being asked, “where do you come 
from?” 

Prejudice 

Being described as a second-
generation immigrant 

Chances of getting a job 

 

Theme  Sense of belonging 

Concepts Feeling at home Neighborhood 
affiliation (local 

identity) 

Reactive ethnicity 

Indicators  Familiarity (people friendliness)  Ethnic or hybrid identity 

Security (not feeling threatened; 
solidarity) 

‘Standing out’ outside 
the neighborhood  

Ethnical entourage  

Affording to be own self (ex. 
ethnic clothes, celebrating 

ethnical holidays) 

Stigmatization because 
of the place of 

residence 

Not identifying with the 
national identity  
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Theme  Transnationalism  

Concepts  Consumption of ethnic media Social remittances  Choice of traveling 
destination 

Indicators  Watching ethnic programs Endogamous spouse 
choosing 

Visiting the country of 
origin 

Listening to ethnic music 

 

Theme  Political participation 

Concepts  Interest in local politics Interest in politics of the country of 
origin 

Indicators  Voting or the willingness to vote in general 
elections 

Voting or the willingness to vote in 
general elections 

 Joining or the will to join a political 
organization 

 Joining or the will to join a political 
organization 

 

4.6 Quality criteria  

Achieving a good quality in a qualitative thesis is a process that starts before even the first word 

was written. The participants were carefully selected to match the distinct group that is studied 

(Kvale & Brinkmann, 2014). In the same vein, the author seeks to have an equal representation 

of juridical genders in the study. The author invested many hours in reading a large body of 

relevant and nuanced literature on the thesis subject (Kvale & Brinkmann, 2014). The author 

composed an interview guide with questioned touching issues well established in the literature. 

The questions asked were built to match the new context they are used in and twitched to avoid 

being leading questions and to avoid any cultural misunderstanding both on an implicit or 

explicit level.  

The open nature of the question creates an opportunity to acquire knowledge about how the 

specific participant describes the world from his/her unique discourse, were short questions 

gave long and relevant answers (Kvale & Brinkmann, 2014). A specific question about how the 

participants imagine the future partner was degenderized to avoid any preconceived prejudice 

about gender preferences. By being a good listener and paying proper attention, the author was 

interpreting the answers in real-time, while using the opportunity to look for aspects that can 

be new nuances relevant to present new findings. The respondents were asked questions that 

gave them the possibility to object in order to achieve objectivity (Kvale & Brinkmann, 2014).  

Different questions were followed up by other spontaneous questions to secure a right 

interpretation of a specific part of the answer or a specific new nuance. The majority of the 

question had already assigned following up questions to establish an interpretation that can be 

linked to previous theories and studies. While composing the questions, the author had in mind 

to have the participant tell the full story in a given context (Kvale & Brinkmann, 2014). 
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The coding process is done based on a structured categorization matrix (Table 5) to ensure that 

there is a link between the author's interpretation and already established high-quality 

knowledge (Elo & Kyngäs, 2008). 

After each recording was transcribed, the author takes a short rest then reads the transcription 

while listening to the recording to secure a mistake-free transcription. Albeit the thesis is 

written in English, the interviews were conducted in Swedish. Therefore, the original Swedish 

quotes will be shared as footnotes for extra transparency. 

The study was conducted during the times of the COVID-19 pandemic which involuntarily lead 

to the following shortcomings: the interpretation is not taking in consideration any body 

language, because the majority of the interviews are conducted telephonically; the participants 

could be stressed due to self-quarantine, worried about the future and their health, or by the 

situation in the country as a whole. To which grade the mentioned aspects have affected the 

quality of the data collected is unknown at the moment, but the author finds it relevant to be 

transparent and share these aspects with future readers.  

4.6.1 Reliability and credibility 

The author was transparent in the steps taken during data processing and analysis to ensure 

excellent transferability, reliability, and credibility for this thesis (Kvale & Brinkmann, 2014). 

Tables and figures illustrating different stages, relevant for a deeper understanding of how 

various steps were taken are included (Elo & Kyngäs, 2008). The information letter (Appendix 

1) and the interview guide (Appendix 2) are two documents shared as appendixes (Elo & 

Kyngäs, 2008). A structured categorization matrix (Table 5), rich in details of how different 

categories are ascendingly linked (Elo & Kyngäs, 2008), can be viewed in the data processing 

section. A detailed but confidential profile of the participants, as well as the selection process, 

is revealed in the method section (Elo & Kyngäs, 2008). The results section of this thesis is rich 

in quotes from the transcripts, both in English and Swedish, to retain authenticity and facilitate 

transferability (Elo & Kyngäs, 2008). Internal credibility was achieved by sharing the 

discussion and the conclusion sections of this thesis with the participants (Elo & Kyngäs, 2008; 

Kvale & Brinkmann, 2014). To ask for their reviewing. However, only three participants (of 

different genders) have answered, stating that they found the shared section very 

representative of what they percept as the world they live in. The other three participants 

mentioned that they lack the time necessary to perform the review. 

4.7 Ethical considerations 

The author applied the ethical guidelines recommended by the Swedish Research Council 

(2017). Through Informing the participants about the research purpose and aims that 

participation is voluntary, that they can withdraw from the research at any time they see fit, 

and data collected will be used just for a none commercial, scientific purpose. No pressure was 

practiced on participants before or during the interviews. Confidentiality and consequences 

measures were taken, and the data collected was highly secured. The above-mentioned ethical 
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principles were communicated in Swedish to the participants when the author contacted them. 

Furthermore, they were reminded of them before the interview started both verbally and in 

writing through an information letter that was written in Swedish (Appendix 1) that was given 

to each of the participants (Esaiasson et al., 2015; Kvale & Brinkmann, 2014). 

The author is also aware of the asymmetric nature of the power division between the 

participant and the interviewer (Kvale & Brinkmann, 2014). Yet, the awareness motivated extra 

attention that was paid towards the tone used while asking the questions. And how the 

questions are formulated and the cultural differences between the author and the participants 

(Kvale & Brinkmann, 2014), as well as trying to live up to the “…art of doing narrow ethical 

descriptions concerning context, tales, examples and communities” (Kvale & Brinkmann, 

2014, p. 115) [O. T.]. 

5 RESULTS 

In this section, the author will present the empirical data found in the participants’ answers. 

The findings will be presented thematically with authentic quotes from the interviews to 

support the originality of the results. All themes presented are based upon the structured 

categorization matrix (Table 5), which was presented earlier in the method section. The 

participants' ethnicity/nationality has been redacted for ethical reasons, as shown in Table 2 

(Kvale & Brinkmann, 2014). Any added clarifiers helping the translation to be as near as 

possible to the authentic text are added between [], as previously mentioned in the 

Transcription and citations section. 

5.1  Perceived discrimination 

“You might not have the opportunity to find a job because of your last 

name. It is the world we live in today”1. (Participant 2) 

5.1.1  Racial micro-aggressions 

A little confused. Because I, sometimes I do not understand why is important to know 

where do I come from?, is it not enough with what you present?, and sometimes this 

question becomes, you get it from someone's friend who has been talking to for a long 

time or so, and then I think why it is important? When you and I have--- we live in the 

 

1 ”man kanske inte få möjligheten att hitta jobb på grund av sitt efternamn, det är världen vi lever idag”. 
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same country, we have the same citizenship, we speak the same language, we do almost 

the same stuff, then what does it matter if I do not look like you?, why do you want to 

know where I come from when we do the same thing?2 (Participant 4) 

When asked to describe how they feel whenever they are asked, ‘Where do you come from?’ 

Some of the participants expressed a wide range of feelings, from being indifferent, thinking 

about how to answer, finding an answer that depends on who is asking, being tired of keep 

getting asked till wondering why they still get asked such a question. Other participants stated 

that they answer directly by referring to the country of their parents’ origin, even if they were 

born in Sweden, and a few of those born in Sweden never even visited their parents’ country of 

origin, not even once. 

That second-generation immigrant can make a lot of change, can change the view of 

those who were not taken in today's society; with education, with good character, one 

can achieve change. It also depends on who says it. If there is someone who wants to 

discriminate against immigrants by using this expression, then I react. They have the 

same background and rights as a Swede, they were born here, raised here, went to school 

here, they do not have this background from another country they should be called as 

Swedes, there should not be walls and differences.3 (Participant 3) 

Participants mostly expressed that they felt confused when asked about how they felt when 

described as second-generation immigrants. The confusion mostly was expressed because they 

have never immigrated themselves, as Participant 2 stated: “I am not the one who has 

immigrated to Sweden; it is my parents who have immigrated.” However, Others questioned 

the need to label different segments of the population instead of just acknowledging the 

similarity in citizenship as participant 4 argued, “… why you cannot be Aha, you are a Swedish 

citizen, fine”4. Few of the participants cope with this expression by emphasizing that they know 

who they are, where they have been born. While Participant 5 stated, “No, you do not have to.”5 

as an apparent disagreement when the interviewer asked the participant if he/she finds the 

usage of such expressions as a necessity.  

 

2 ”Lite förvirrad. För att jag, ibland jag förstår inte riktigt varför är viktigt och veta vart kommer man ifrån?, räcker 
inte det med vad man presenterar?, och ibland blir den här frågan att man får den från någons vän som har man 
pratat med länge eller så, och då tycker jag varför är det viktigt när du och jag har…vi bör i samma land, vi har 
samma medborgarskap, vi talar samma språk, vi gör nästan likadan grejer?, då vad spelar det för roll om jag inte 
ser ut som dig?, varför vill du veta vart jag kommer ifrån när vi ändå gör samma sak?”. 
3 ”Att andra generationens invandrare kan göra en mycket förändring, kan ändra synen på de som inte togs i 
dagens samhälle, med utbildning med god karaktär man kan uppnå förändring. Också beror på vem säger det, om 
det någon som vill diskriminera invandrare genom att använda detta uttryck då reagerar jag. De har samma 
bakgrund och rättigheter som en svensk, de är födda här, uppväxta här, gick i skolan här, de har inte denna 
bakgrund från ett annat land de bör benämnas som svenskar, det skulle inte finnas väggar och skillnader”. 
4 ”… varför man kan inte vara Aha du är svensk medborgare, fine”. 
5 ”Nej, man behöver inte”. 
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5.1.2 Treated differently due to somatic oddity 

Yes, I think so, I would say That I do because these places do not have as much diversity 

and culture as Bäckby, you do not feel really at home there, you get glances, people can 

look at me.6 (Participant 2) 

Yes, I can believe that it does, something from appearance, I can say, because when you 

have a [religious attire], and you may not be dressed like everyone else. You are dressed 

modernly but are always singled out. You always stand out when you have a [religious 

attire].7 (Participant 4) 

The participants expressed a deep awareness that their somatic oddity, can clash with the 

bright barrier whenever they are present in affluent neighborhoods marked by low on 

diversity. A part of them acknowledged that they stand out not only due to somatic oddity but 

also because of the way they dress. While Participant 3, boldly states, “… there are those who 

are little racists who think that I should not be here”8. 

Yes, that's it, yes, it happens. You can't say it doesn't happen. For example, when you are 

... When I said, I work in town. Then it has happened that I went to Hemköp, for 

example, would buy something, or you see when you stay in a queue or something, then 

people say something. For example, here is the queue, or here we stand, here in Sweden, 

we stay in the queue. Or it does not matter; you stay in the queue, but ... Do you 

understand? That they're trying to teach you the rules and routines of the country, 

maybe they don't know you grew up here. Or maybe they know.9  (Participant 6) 

Other participants have been the victims of discriminatory attitudes taking the form of 

inadequate comments, expressed by members of the majority towards some of the participants 

in this study when they exercise their daily activities such as shopping for groceries in different 

supermarkets placed in the city center. 

Yes, actually, I think so. For example, now that I'm studying at college so are many 

professional areas that we can apply to, how should I say, typically dominated by... non-

immigrant people, I have that opinion anyway, and when you applied for such work, of 

course, someone's last name matters I think, or I see so, I know from experience. I 

applied for many jobs, although I may not have so much experience but I know that I 

correspond to the qualifications, but have not received any chance for an interview... 

 

6 6 ”Ja, jag tror faktiskt det, jag skulle säga att jag gör det. För att dessa ställa har inte lika mycket diversitet och 
kultur som Bäckby, man känner inte sig riktigt hämma där, man får blickar, folk kan titta på mig”. 
7 7 ”Ja, det kan jag faktiskt tro att det gör, något från utseendemässigt kan jag säga, för att när man har [religious 
klädsel], och man kanske inte är klädd som alla andra. Man är klädd modernt men är alltid utpekad, man alltid 
sticker ut när man har [religious klädsel]”. 
8 ”… det finns ju de som är lite rasister som tänker att jag inte bör vara här”. 
9 ”ja, det är, jaså det händer. Man kan inte säga att det inte händer. Till exempel, när man är … när jag sa, ja jobbar 
på stan. Då har hänt att jag gått till Hemköp till exempel, skulle köpa någonting, eller jaså man ser när man stor på 
kö eller någonting, då folk säger någonting. Till exempel, här är kö, eller här stor vi, här i Sverige vi stor i kön. 
Eller spelar ingen roll, du stor i kön, men … förstår du? Att de försöker lära dig regler och rutiner i landet, kanske 
de vet inte att du är uppväxt här, eller vet de”. 
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and sometimes I think ok, maybe it's because of my last name, as you know I am... not 

Swedish.10 (Participant 1) 

During the interview’s different questions regarding discrimination, the participants showed a 

good understanding regarding the multiple ways in which they could be, as well as how they 

have been discriminated against. Concerns were articulated in different ways, such as when 

either searching for a job or on the job. Worries shared for their fellow co-ethnics as well. The 

participant also stated that discrimination is a widespread subject frequently discussed in their 

inner circles, where they exchange stories and worries of being discriminated in one way or the 

other as Participant 4 states, “… it has now become some kind of a thing we have in common, 

belonging, I think, it has gone so far that we are currently laughing and joking about 

ourselves”11. 

… there's a lot that happens behind the scenes or behind your back, not in front of my 

face [...] it's not that many who discriminate do it in public, they hide behind their votes 

and their opinions on the internet.12 (Participant 3) 

Some of the participants shared worries about being discriminated against directly on sight, 

were Participant 5 says, “It could be, for example, that I have very dark hair, dark eyes, so 

people can at once kind of consider me stupid.” According to some of the participants, besides 

discriminated in public, they also consider the discrimination that takes more or less implicit 

forms. Such discrimination is expressed through comments on the internet but as well as the 

way some co-citizens vote in national and local elections. 

I get a feeling of disappointment, I get disappointed, not of myself because I know I have 

performed. I am disappointed about society and the person who does not consider me 

as Swedish because you feel like this, what more does it take for you to become Swedish?, 

you do what you do, we contribute as much to society as you do, I work, I study, I 

(unclear recording), I have the citizenship, language, studies, everything, I see Sweden 

as home this is like my house Here I grew up.13 (Participant 4) 

Another way in which the majority of the participants expressed the feeling of being 

discriminated is when they are not considered to be Swedes, even if some of them are born in 

 

10 ”Ja, det tror jag faktiskt. Till exempel nu när jag läser på så är många yrkesområde som vi kan söka till är, hur 
ska jag säga, typiskt dominerad av… icke invandrare personer, jag har den uppfattningen i alla fall, och när man 
sökt till såna arbete så klart så spelar någons efternamn roll tror jag, eller så upplever jag, jag vet av erfarenhet jag 
sökt till många arbete, även om jag kanske har inte så mycket erfarenhet men jag vet att jag motsvarar 
kvalifikationerna, så har inte fått något chans till intervju… och ibland tycker jag ok det kanske är på grund av mitt 
efternamn, som du vet jag är… icke svensk”. 
11” … det har blivit nu nåt slags gemenskap, tillhörighet tror jag, det har gått så pass långt att vi i dagsläget skrattar 
och skämtar om oss själva”. 
12 ”… det är mycket som skär bakom kulisserna eller bakom ryggen, inte framför mitt ansikte […] det inte så att det 
många som diskriminerar gör det offentligt, de gömmer sig bakom sina röster och sina åsikter på internet”.   
13 ”jag får en känsla av besvikelse, jag blir besviken, Inte på mig själv för att jag vet att jag har presterat. Jag blir 
besviken på samhället och personen som inte betraktar mig som svensk för att man känner så här, vad mer krävs 
det för att man ska bli svensk, man gör det ni gör, vi bidrar lika mycket till samhället som du gör, jag jobbar, jag 
studerar, jag (oklar inspelning), jag har medborgarskapet, språket, studierna, allt, jag ser Sverige som hemma det 
här är liksom mitt hus, här växte jag upp”.   
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Sweden. In contrast, others moved with their parents while they were very young. On the other 

hand, there were participants either born in Sweden or abroad that did not want to be 

considered Swedes. However, they still want to be equally treated as Swedish citizens. 

Participant 1 clearly states, “I do not want to be regarded as Swedish. Therefore, I do not know, 

I am not Swedish [...], but I still want to be treated on the same principles as all other Swedish 

citizens”14. 

5.2 Sense of belonging 

“Sometimes when you are asked, you hesitate to say that you are from 

Bäckby just because of the stigma”15 (Participant 4) 

5.2.1 Feeling “Home” 

I have lived at Bäckby for quite some time, I have grown up here since I was, I went to 

preschool about but generally, I feel an affinity, there is a lot, culture, there is a lot of 

diversity, there are people from almost all cultures and religions and countries, you have 

grown up with a lot, mixed cultures, you have learned different cultures, and you have 

made different friends, my personal experience has been good and fun.16 (Participant 2) 

Even if the participants are highly aware that sometimes inadequate events happen in Bäckby, 

they painted throughout their answers a colorful canvas of a neighborhood towards which they 

are highly attached. They considered that Bäckby, like any other district, has its advantages 

such as it is a multicultural neighborhood, respectful neighbors, relatively safe in their eyes. 

Moreover, Bäckby is located near Erikslund shopping center, and its carnivalesque 

environment offers the participants an opportunity to perform diverse activities. However,   

solidarity was an important aspect on which Participant 4 shares his/her view and says, 

“should something happen and you might call out [for help] you will find someone to help you.” 

All participants agreed in their appreciation of Bäckby as their home, as Participant 3 states, 

“it is home, it feels good, I have never got a different opinion”17. Another significant advantage 

that all participants agree upon was that in Bäckby, they could be themselves. When asked on 

this matter, Participant 4 comments, “yes, actually, because I see a lot of people like me there, 

 

14 ”Jag vill inte bli betraktat som svensk alltså jag vet inte, jag är inte svensk […] men jag ändå vill att bli behandlat 
på samma principer som alla andra svenska medborgare”.   
15 ”Ibland när man frågar, man tvekar på att säga att man är från Bäckby just på grund av fördomarna”. 
16 ”jag har bott på Bäckby rätt länge, jag har ju växt upp här sen jag var, gick jag i förskolan ungefär men allmänt 
jag känner en tillhörighet, det finns mycket, kultur, det finns mycket diversitet, det finns människor från nästan 
alla kulturer och religioner och länder, man har växt upp med mycket, blandat kulturer, man har lärt sig olika 
kulturer och man har fått olika vänner, min personliga erfarenhet har varit bra och roligt”.   
17 ”det är hemma, det känns bra, jag har aldrig fått en annan uppfattning”.   
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so I do not get singled out, or like I feel different. I see many who looks like me there”18, while 

Participant 1 corroborates and then adds “Absolutely, 100%, no matter what I put on, I do not 

feel anything, that someone is looking at me, obliquely looking at me or and so, sure 100%”19. 

It depends on what situation I am in, and it is because if I am in the home country and 

I need to identify myself as to where I am from then, I answer that I am from Sweden, 

and if I am in Sweden then I answer that I am from [Abroad]. Since we second 

generation-immigrants have grown with this stuff, we do not have anywhere to call 

ourselves at home, when we are in the home country, [...], so we are called Swedes, but 

when we are in Sweden, so we are called [immigrants] for example. So, I do not know 

how I should answer that question; it depends on the situation.20 (Participant 2) 

Several participants, in line with Participant 2, expressed that when they are abroad, they are 

seen as Swedes, while in Sweden, they are seen as outsiders, what Participant 2 describes as 

not having a home. While the author never used the adjective homeland in his questions, all 

the participants referred to the country of parents’ origin as their homeland. Sweden was 

always referred to as Sweden, and only once was mentioned by participant 4 in a phrase 

together with the adjective home "I see Sweden as home this is like my house, here I grew up"21. 

The same participant 4, when asked about how he/she feels when in the country of origin, 

he/she answered: "Oh, it feels good, it feels 100% more at home”22. Participant 6 discussed how 

the sense of belonging changed over time while keeping the scale constant by saying, “if I say 

for example 10 years ago, I was not treated in the same way as I am now. I mean the Swedes. 

They are paying a little more attention these days. That you are an immigrant. You do not 

belong to their country anymore”23. 

5.2.2 Neighborhood affiliation 

I do not actually know, it does not feel that much different, but in Bäckby you know 

everyone, I know a lot of people here, you know where things are and lie, but if you are 

in other areas like Viksäng, or somewhere where there are not as many immigrants, you 

do not feel as much comfortable and to be yourself in the same way as in Bäckby, maybe 

you can also be associated with just your neighborhood, or so I feel.24 (Participant 2) 

 

18 “ja, faktiskt, för att jag ser många som mig där så jag blir inte utpekat, eller liksom att jag känner mig 
annorlunda. Jag ser många som ser som mig där”. 
19 ”Absolut, 100 %, oavsett vad jag tar på mig så känner jag inte något, att någon kollar på mig, kollar på mig på ett 
snett sätt eller och så, utan 100 %”. 
20 ”det beror på vilken situation jag är i, samt det beror på att om jag är i hemlandet och jag behöver identifiera 
mig som att vart jag är ifrån då svarar jag att jag är från Sverige, och om jag är i Sverige då svarar jag att jag är från 
[Utomlands]. Sen just vi andra generationens invandrare har växt med den här grejerna, vi har inte någonstans 
och kalla oss hemma, när vi är i hemlandet, […] så blir vi kallade för svenskar, men när vi är i Sverige så kallas vi 
för [invandrare] till exempel. Så jag vet inte faktiskt hur ska jag svara på den frågan, det beror på situationen”. 
21 “jag ser Sverige som hemma det här är liksom mitt hus, här växte jag upp”. 
22 “Oh, det känns skönt, det känns verkligen 100 % till hemma”. 
23 ”Om jag säger till exempel för 10 år sedan, jag blev inte så likabehandlad ute som jag är nu. Jag menar 
svenskarna. De är lite uppmärksamma nuförtiden. Att du är invandrare. Du tillhör inte deras land längre”. 
24”jag vet inte faktiskt, det känns inte så pass stor skillnad, men i Bäckby känner man alla, jag känner mycket folk 
här, man vet vart saker och ting är och ligger, men om man finns på andra område som Viksäng, eller någonstans 
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On a geographical level, all of the participants showed a strong affiliation with Bäckby. While 

the majority of the participants consider the city of Västerås to be a larger version of that they 

consider home. Participant 2 does not share the other participants'’ view of Västerås being 

“home” and says, “No, I do not believe that”25. Participant 5 shares a feeling of belonging even 

towards neighborhoods that are considered similar to Bäckby in status and almost similar on 

a geographical and demographical level "... I can kind of spend time at Vallby and think it is on 

the same level as Bäckby. I can say that Petersberg is also on the same level as Bäckby and 

Skälby"26.  

Yes, there is a little difference there. There is a lot of things, I usually go there and walk 

sometimes, and yes, you could say that people look a little strange at you. That some 

immigrants are walking around there, I can tell you that.27 (Participant 6) 

On the substantive level, some of the participants display in their answers the dichotomy 

between what they feel when in Bäckby in comparison to when they are in Västerås but present 

in an affluent neighborhood such as Öster Mälarstrand, where they risk protruding. About how 

he/she protrude while being in an affluent site, Participant 4 says, “AH HA you from Bäckby, 

you just create problems, or you know nothing about this”28. 

5.2.3 Reactive ethnicity 

The first thing that comes on the roof [my mind] is that we all have different ethnicities, 

we are all non-Swedes, we are all second-generation immigrants, we have different 

cultures, except one that has the same maybe. It is precise that we all speak different 

languages and have different cultures, that we are not from Sweden.29 (Participant 2) 

When the participants were asked to describe their five nearest friends, all of them mentioned 

that their entourage is either mostly or entirely constituted of friends with foreign heritage. The 

characteristics that their entourage have in common, based on the participants' answers are 

that they like sports and are religious. Participant 5 adds on the subject and says, "We are 

versed in society, and we kind of obey standards, we follow laws and rules (unclear recording), 

 

där det inte finns lika mycket invandrare, man känner sig inte lika mycket bekväm och att vara sig själv på samma 
sätt som i Bäckby, kanske man kan också representeras med just sin stadsdel, kan man känna”.   
25 “Nej, jag tror inte faktiskt den”. 
26 “… jag kan liksom spendera tid på Vallby och tycker att det är på samma nivå som Bäckby. Jag kan säga att 
Petersberg är också på samma nivå som Bäckby och Skälby”. 
27 ”Ja, det är lite skillnad där. Där är jaså, det är många jaså, a. Jag brukar gå dit och promenera ibland, och ja, det 

kan man säga att folk kollar lite konstigt på dig. Att det är lite invandrare som går runt där, det kan jag säga”.  
28 “AH HA ni från Bäckby, ni skapar bara problem, eller ni kan inget ting om det här”. 
29 ”Det första som kommer på taket är att vi alla har olika etnicitet, vi alla är icke svenskar, vi alla är andra 
generationens invandrare, vi har olika kulturer, förutom en som har samma kanske. Just det att vi alla talar olika 
språk och har olika kulturer håller oss ihop, att vi inte är från Sverige”. 
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we are all educated, have studied at college or university."30 Similarly, Participant 6 mentions, 

"The background, the language, the education, the job, it is different."31 

They are not completely Swedes if you say so, that they do not have this Swedish blood 

and not only the Swedish culture, but they have an element of a different culture. They 

share the same experiences that they were singled out sometimes; you went through 

strange experiences because you do not look Swedish.32 (Participant 4) 

When asked what keeps the friendship going, many of the participants stated that they are 

friends from childhood, that they grew up in Bäckby, respecting each other, shared 

experiences, and culture. An uncommon cornerstone holding the entourage together was 

familiarity as in Respondent 2 own words “We can talk like we do when we are comfortable, 

we do not have to adapt"33. 

I am a Swedish citizen, but ... but as I said – I am an immigrant. I usually say if they ask 

me where do you come from, who are you – a, then I have said, I come from [another 

country], I am [Ω]. I do not see myself as Swedish. I am [Ω]; it is just that. It is something 

you cannot change.34 (Participant 6) 

When asked how they identify themselves, all participants but two gave either hybrid identity 

or an unchallenged ethnical identity linked to inherited foreign heritage. Participant 5 is one of 

those two participants that feel different. He/she answers, "like a Swede, I usually say."35 In 

contrast, participant 3 adopts a combined religious and homogenized identity (immigrant) 

while answering, "I identify myself as a religious immigrant, guy with an immigrant 

background in a multicultural society."36 Participant 4 points out towards a blood tie- 

nationality nexus in expressing a hybrid identity and says, "I am a [π] to the blood, this is me, 

but I am also Swedish, a Swede-[π]."37 

It depends on the situation. It is a tough question to answer if I am Swedish or I am [Ω]. 

Among my friends, I would say I am [Ω]. In the end, I am a Swedish citizen, so I can 

identify myself also as a Swede.38 (Participant 2) 

 

30 “Vi är insatta i samhället och vi liksom lyder normer, vi följer lagar och regler (oklar inspelning), vi alla är 
utbildade, har läst på högskolan eller universitet” 
31 “Bakgrunden, språket, utbildningen, jobbet, det är olika”. 
32 ”De inte är fullständigt svenskar om man säger så, att de inte har den här svenska blodet och inte endast den 
svenska kulturen utan de har ett inslag av en annan kultur. De delar samma erfarenheter, att de blev utpekat 
ibland har man gott genom konstiga upplevelser för att man inte ser svenskt ut”. 
33 ”Vi kan prata som vi gör när vi är bekväma, vi behöver inte anpassa oss”. 
34 ”Jag är svensk medborgare, men ... men som sagt – jag är invandrare. Jag brukar säga om de frågar mig varifrån 
kommer du, vem är du – a, då har jag sagt, jag kommer från [annat land], jag är [Ω]. Jag ser inte mig som svensk. 
Jag är [Ω], det är det bara. Det är någonting som man kan inte ändra på”. 
35 “som svensk brukar jag säga” 
36 “jag identifierar mig som en religiös invandrare, kille med invandrare bakgrund i ett mångkulturellt samhälle”. 
37 “Jag är [π] till blodet, det här är jag, men jag är samtidigt svensk, en svensk-[π]”. 
38 ”Det berör på situationen, det är jättesvår fråga att svara på om jag är svensk eller jag är [Ω]. Bland mina vänner 
jag skulle säga att jag är [Ω]. I slut ändan jag är svensk medborgare så jag kan identifiera mig också som svensk”. 
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On a follow-up question regarding identity, the participants were asked a direct question If 

they identify themselves as a Swede? Many of the participants point out that they are Swedish 

citizens, and that they can identify themselves in public as Swedes. At the same time, within 

their close circles, they keep identifying themselves with inherited ethnicity or nationality. 

Participant five continues to identify as a Swede. However, Participant 3 gives a definite 

statement, “No, I cannot say that I do”39. 

5.3 Transnationalism 

"... a kind of warmth in the people that I have not experienced in 

Sweden"40. (Participant 2) 

5.3.1 Consumption of ethnic media  

I do not watch much news. I have quite a lot of studies, I read VLT, Västerås Tidning, 

Dagens Nyheter, Aftonbladet sometimes, tv4 […] Do not care much about foreign 

channels and news unless something remarkable has happened, often my parents tell 

me about something like that.41 (Participant 2) 

When asked to describe their media habits, most of the participants answered by mentioning 

social media, Swedish TV, and radio channels as well as national and local newspapers. A 

number of the participants clearly stated that they do not own Satellite receivers that are 

usually used to access ethnic foreign channels. However, few also use Al Jazeera English, CNN, 

and channels from the parents’ country of origin as a source for information about local and 

national news about that particular country of provenience. Participant 4 motivates his/her 

habit of consuming both ethnic and Swedish media by giving the following reason regarding 

how news about one’s country of interest, are reported in international and Swedish media "… 

so they report more about what they see but not what is experienced [by the people], not the 

truth, not the basis of this petition. So, both [Swedish & Ethnic] but the homeland channels are 

also sometimes controlled by politics"42. 

 

39 ”Nej, jag kan inte säga det”. 
40”… en typ av värme i människorna som inte riktigt jag upplevt i Sverige”.  
41 “jag tittar inte mycket på nyheter, jag har ganska mycket studier, jag tittar inte mycket på nyheter, jag läser VLT, 
Västerås Tidning, Dagens Nyheter, Aftonbladet ibland, tv4 […] Inte bryr mig mycket om utländska kanaler och 
nyheter om inte något anmärkningsvärt har hänt, ofta mina föräldrar berättar till mig om något sånt”. 
42 “så rapportera dem mer om vad de ser men inte det som upplevs, inte sanningen inte grunden till det här 
uppropet. Så båda och a men hemlandkanalerna är också ibland styrda av politiken”. 
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5.3.2 Social remittances  

[I] want a [partner] who maybe has the same experiences as me, also a second-

generation immigrant, who can relate to each other, maybe the same education that I 

have, and similar culture.43 (Participant 2) 

When asked to describe their dream partner, the majority of participants underlined the 

importance of the same religion, same ethnicity, same culture, and similar experiences. 

Nevertheless, few participants specified that they wish a partner that is also a second-

generation immigrant. However, two participants showed an openness towards what 

characteristics the dream partner should have. This openness is captured in the following quote 

from Participant 5 regarding the importance of the partner’s ethnicity and religion “No, it does 

not matter [...].  And since I am not affiliated with any religion. I am an atheist. It will be better 

if a partner does not have any religion"44. 

5.3.3 Visiting the country of parents’ origin 

I usually travel a lot actually with the family. So yes, I miss home. You miss Sweden if 

you have been away for more than a month. You feel at home here. Oh, Sweden is my 

second home, so to say. So, the feeling – it's fun to get away, it's great fun to go, but you 

miss back home.45 (Participant 6) 

When asked about traveling habits, the majority of participants answered that they travel quite 

often to different foreign countries, but to the country of parents’ origin as well, where they get 

in touch with their roots, own culture, and relatives. When Participant 6 was asked where he/she 

considers first home, the answer was as follows “It is clearly in my homeland [π].”46  

5.4 Political participation 

“I have very little interest in politics in Sweden and my home country”47. 

(Participant 2)  

 

43 ”vill ha en [Partner] som kanske samma erfarenheter som mig, också en andra generationens invandrare, som 
kan relatera till varandra, kanske samma utbildning som jag har, och liknande kultur”. 
44 ”Nej, det spelar ingen roll […]. Och eftersom, att är jag själv är inte anknuten till någon religion, jag är ateist, så 
hade det varit bättre om en partner själv har liksom inte nån religion”. 
45 ”Jag brukar resa mycket faktiskt med familjen. Så ja, man saknar hem. Man saknar Sverige om man har varit 
borta mer i en månad. Man känner sig hemma här. Jaså Sverige är mitt andra hem, ska jag säga. Så känslan – det 
är kul att komma bort, det är jätteroligt att åka, men man saknar tillbaka hemmet”. 
46 “Det är klart i mitt hemland [π]” 
47 ”Jag har väldigt lite intresse för politik i Sverige och hemlandet”. 
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5.4.1 Interest in Swedish politics 

My citizen’s contribution to Swedish democracy, I do not know, I vote, yes I might have 

participated in demonstrations that have not been related to Swedish democracy, but 

rather to outside countries, but giving that I have the right to demonstrate, I use it in the 

way I participate in demonstrations. But that if I have contributed to Swedish 

democracy! I do not know.48 (Participant 1) 

When asked about how do they contribute to Swedish democracy? All the participants stated 

that they vote. However, some believed in other ways in which they contribute, ways as paying 

taxes, studying, and never living on welfare allowance. When it comes to interests in Swedish 

politics, the majority of the participants answered mostly that they find it boring and that they 

are not interested in politics. Few of the participants answered that they have been more 

interested before but that they lost that interest with time, as Participant 4 comments, " I have 

had my up and downs. For a while, I was very interested and want to create a change. Then I 

gave up on everything"49. The wish to join a political party is very low among all the 

participants, as quoted from Participant 3, “I do not want to be active in any party"50. 

5.4.2 Interest in the parents’ country of origin politics 

When it comes to contributing to democracy in the country of parents’ origin, the respondents’ 

answers ranged from no contribution, till contributing through joining different 

demonstrations in Sweden, to show support for the respondents’ ethnic groups that suffer in 

their home countries. Several interesting findings are that absolutely all participants either 

voted in the general elections of what they call homeland or have the intention to do so if they 

have the possibility. Some participants were not 18 years old when the elections were held, or 

they do not have double citizenship that allows them to vote, as respondent 5 states, "If I can -  

yes. I do not think I have done it, but if I could do it – absolutely, why not. I still have my family 

in the homeland"51. Regarding the wish of being active in a political party, the respondents 

unanimously answered, No. 

I would love to participate if I had opportunities in demonstrations for [Ω] in [π], I 

always want to contribute to my people to be better off and others to be better off. If we 

 

48 ”Mina medborgliga insatser i svensk demokrati, jag vet inte, jag röstar, ja det kan hända att jag går på 
demonstrationer som har inte varit relaterat till svensk demokrati, utan snarare till utom lands, men jag imma att 
jag har rätten till att demonstrera så utnyttjar jag det på det sättet jag deltar i demonstrationer. Men att jag har 
bidragit till svenskdemokrati! jag vet inte”.  
49 “Jag har haft mina upp och ner. Ett tag jag var väldigt intresserad och vill skapa en förändring. Sen gav jag upp 
om allt”. 
50 ”Jag vill inte vara aktivt i något parti”. 
51 “Om jag kan – ja. Jag tror inte jag har gjort det faktiskt, men skulle jag kunna göra det – absolut, varför inte”. 
Jag har liksom min familj fortfarande i hemland”. 
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cannot stand up for ourselves and others, then we are just as guilty of the crime.52 

(Participant 2) 

However, one unanticipated finding was that some of the participants exercise their rights as 

Swedish citizens to join demonstrations in favor of their co-ethnics in their homelands. At the 

same time, no similar actions were reported to have taken place regarding participation in 

demonstrations touching local or national problems in Sweden. 

6 DISCUSSION 

6.1 Results discussion 

The stories of the study participants are a reminder about the struggle of the plebeians to be 

recognized as equal citizens by the privileged patricians (Joppke, 2019), yet the experiences 

analyzed are not acquired from living in Capua, but in Västerås, not in 500 BC but 2020 AD. 

However, the purpose of this qualitative study was to listen to the less fortunate formal citizens 

in how they describe the way they perceived discrimination, their sense of belonging, and 

transnationalism. The author used the later themes to bring into view the substantive 

citizenship within the group of the somatically odd second-generation immigrants living in 

Bäckby, and the implications such substantive citizenship has for political participation as an 

essential pillar of the Swedish democracy. 

6.1.1 Juxtaposed through perceived discrimination 

In the conducted interviews, the current study found evidence that the participants have a clear 

awareness of them being subjected to different forms of racial micro-aggressions, which is in 

line with what was found in several previous studies conducted by Creese (2019) and Antonsich 

(2018). They see themselves as citizens like the ones who practice those latent forms of 

discriminating attitudes. However, they are deeply convinced of not being considered in their 

social interaction with members of the dominant majority, as Swedish citizens. Furthermore, 

they are forced to bear the cross of their parents via inheriting the label of being considered 

immigrants with all the negative connotations, a finding also reported by Lundström (2017), 

Simonsen (2018), and Antonsich (2018). The most relevant finding was that the participants 

expressed a deep feeling of being unrecognized as fellow citizens with justified rights as claims-

 

52 ”Jag skulle gärna delta om jag hade möjligheter i demonstrationer för [Ω] i [π], jag vill alltid bidra till att mitt 
folk ska ha det bättre och andra ska ha det bättre. Om vi inte kan stå upp för oss och för andra då är vi lika 
skyldiga till brott”.  
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makers, as Bloemraad (2018), young (1999), Bosniak (2000) and Reed- Danahay & Brettell 

(2008) observed in previous works. 

Furthermore, the results indicate that signs of struggling against the bright barrier were 

evident in the participants' answers, as previously reported by Simonsen (2018), Lundström 

(2017), and Hübinette & Lundström (2014). There are several possible explanations for these 

results. It’s possible that whenever the participants were outside their substantive comfort 

zone, they were faced with unprovoked hostile attitudes, either verbally remarks or body 

language from strangers. That happened in public places just due to their somatic oddity, which 

ties well with previous findings observed by Antonsich (2018), Creese (2019), and Ahmed 

(2007). In the same vein, the participants experienced being unjustly stopped from ascending 

in society by being denied jobs, that they believe are matching their academic education, 

similar to what it has been communicated by Rumbaut (2015) and Moles & Hart (2017). 

Additionally, the participants were also concerned about their co-ethnics as well, a finding that 

is in line with reports from Çelik (2015). Those experiences generated disjunction between the 

participants and the national identity, in favor of a stronger wish to be recognized as co-citizens 

with equal opportunities, instead of co-nationals, this finding is concomitant with findings 

conveyed by Creese (2019). 

The author theoretically deduces that the participants are experiencing rejection by privileged 

groups, as Schmitt & Branscombe (2002) also previously observed.  

6.1.2 Pushed towards belonging in Limbo 

As expected, the participants showed a high affiliation with their site, Bäckby, which they 

highly regard as home, a place of diversity, safety, and familiarity, where they can melt in 

avoiding the risk of standing out, facts that are similar to what has been reported by Hoekstra 

(2019), Erdal et al. (2018) and Johansson & Hammarén (2011). However, this sense of local 

patriotism does not extend from site to scale. The majority of the participants find Västerås to 

be geographically home. However, unexpectedly they considered Västerås to be normatively 

and somatically juxtaposed to Bäckby. That confirms the previous finding of them being aware 

of the bright barrier, as reported by Johansson & Hammarén (2011). However, there were 

signs that the sense of belonging can be extended to other sites that are normatively similar to 

Bäckby due to demographic similarity, a fact that highlights the importance of demographic 

diversity in conceptualizing the sense of belonging. 

On the national scale, the majority of the participants consider their parents’ country of origin 

to be a homeland and not Sweden. As they not even once referred to Sweden with the adjective 

of a homeland. However, this finding was unexpected and suggested an apparent 

disconnection in the sense of belonging between local and national levels, giving the fact that 

some of the participants never even visited their parents’ country of origin. A similar multiple 

sense of belonging and enigmatic allegiance was reported by Vera-Larrucea (2012). The 

disconnection found between the local and the national sense of belonging in this study is 

similar to findings reported by Barwick & Beaman (2019)   
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An intense propensity to use hybrid identities was widely spread among the participants, which 

is a result that was also reported in previous studies conducted by Johansson & Hammarén 

(2011), Çelik (2015), Sarup (1994) and Herz & Johansson (2012). However, a possible 

explanation for the extensive usage of hybrid identification among the participants can be that 

living in a deprived neighborhood have accentuated their social isolation. The isolation that 

limited the participants to an entourage of normatively and somatically similar close friends. 

Moreover, the previous finding can also be interpreted as the participants are motivated by the 

lack of the need to adapt when their entourage is normatively and somatically similar. They 

can be just who they are, not whom others want them to be; likewise, Çelik (2015) mentioned 

in a previous peer-reviewed article.  

Contrary to expectations, their entourage was constituted by a combination of co-ethnics and 

normatively similar none co-ethnics. That surprisingly intensified the wish to identify 

themselves as immigrants, not as Swedes, and considering this supreme identity as the 

common denominator, that holds the group tied, a similar finding was discussed in a study 

conducted by Creese (2019) but also by Rosbrook-Thompson (2015). This late finding supports 

the previous result of the participants experiencing a disjunction towards identifying as 

Swedish nationals.  

The author theoretically deduces that the participants’ citizenship feeling is constrained to just 

the site, while fades away with every broader scale (Antonsich, 2010). Similarly, by choosing to 

value a hybrid or a collective none Swedish identity (Immigrant), they also express their inner 

citizenship as Kymlicka & Norman (1994) explained in previous work.  

6.1.3 Transnational search for homeland outside the homeland 

One unanticipated finding was that participants showed minimal interest in following ethnic 

media. Albeit, this finding is not contradictory to findings from studies such as Fokkema et al. 

(2012). However, transnational acts can occur independently from each other. It is interesting 

to note that in the majority of the six interviews, the tendency towards endogamous marriages 

was a clear denominator. However, not only ethnicity but also culture and religion played an 

indispensable role in how those participants imagined their future spouses. This finding is 

similar to the one reported by Wiik & Holland (2018).  

Likewise, a clear majority of the participants have visited, quite often, the country that they 

referred to as homeland. Felt an attachment towards homeland due to mostly experiencing 

normative and somatic inclusion, which is an indicator of actively preserving ties to the country 

of parents’ origin, as mentioned by Fokkema et al. (2012). The author theoretically deduces 

that the participants by often visiting their so-called homeland, they are practicing in 

transnational activities to operationalize their collective none Swedish identity, as discussed by 

Goitom (2017).  

Conversely, the author also interprets the results as a manifestation of a deep feeling of 

strangeness, a feel of belonging in-between two realms (Simonsen, 2018). 
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6.1.4 Too bored to participate in politics 

The most prominent finding to emerge from the analysis of the conducted interviews is that 

the majority of the participants find politics to be boring. However, all the participants have 

voted in Swedish general elections. They never gave any indicator that they neither intend to 

stop from voting nor taking a significant move towards being active in political parties, an 

aspect that the participants unanimously stated that they have no intention to do right now. In 

contrast, they did not exclude the possibility of joining a political party in an unknown future, 

either. Though, voting places the participants on a spectators’ level, according to Milbrath 

(1981). 

By voting or expressing the will to vote in general elections of the country they often referred 

to as homeland, the participants articulated their double sense of formal membership.  A fact 

that places them as political spectators on an equal basis with Sweden, where intentionality is 

considered a central factor, as Marsh (2017) argues. The difference is that voting in the country 

of parents’ provenance also can be interpreted as a way to express transnational ties, as 

Brubaker (2010) argued.   

The author theoretically deducts that voting in both countries can be considered as a lesser 

political expression than wearing a button on the spectator scale (Ruedin, 2007). Together with 

no other actual interest in politics manifested by the participants. As not a significant indicator 

of interests in politics, while participating in demonstrations in favor of own ethnic group living 

abroad, can be considered by the author as an inclination towards the politics of the 

participants' so-called homeland, as Rosbrook-Thompson (2015) argued in a previous study. 

However, the author of this thesis appeals to the fact that Ruedin (2007) places participation 

in political rallies on a high level of political transition between spectator and gladiator, where 

the author of this thesis tends to interpret demonstrations as political rallies. 

6.1.5 Metamorphosed into a Peregrinus 

As has been illustrated in Figure 2, the participants' awareness of perceived discrimination, 

their sense of belonging, and their transnationalism expressed through their agency, as it is 

defined by Marsh (2017), are elements through which the participants portray their substantive 

citizenship. Based on the criteria, the selection process of participants was founded upon, and 

the hermeneutic interpretation of the answers. The author suggests that Peregrinus citizenship 

is an adequate model that can be used as a tool to understand the substantive citizenship the 

second-generation immigrants living in Bäckby, or a similar deprived neighborhood, are 

expressing through their daily agency. 

The author argues that by focusing on just the somatically odd, Peregrinus citizenship 

eliminated the effect of whiteness as a borderless status (Erdal et al., 2018). The author means 

that white second-generation immigrants do not suffer as much as those with somatic oddity, 

in their interaction with the white majority while performing daily agency. Nevertheless, by 

focusing only on the somatically odd, the author narrows down the segment of those who are 

seen as immigrants. 
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The previous individually interpreted results. Such as experiencing rejection by privileged 

groups (Schmitt & Branscombe, 2002), expressing their inner citizenship through hybrid and 

collective identity (Kymlicka & Norman, 1994), a feeling of belonging in-between two realms 

demonstrated through transnational activities (Fokkema et al., 2012; Wiik & Holland, 2018).  

It can be interpreted further by the author as puzzle pieces, together forming a bigger picture 

illustrating acts of strangeness (Marsh, 2017). 

Furthermore, these acts of strangeness fall in line with Peregrinus citizenship. A statement 

based upon Rosbrook-Thompson (2015) definition of substantive citizenship as “… the 

processes and the practices through which individuals negotiate and contest the meaning of 

citizenship” (p. 1617) and were formal citizens do not act like one (Vera-Larrucea, 2012; 

Rumbaut, 2015). The author interprets the same big picture that illustrates the acts of 

strangeness as traces of being stuck in Limbo, a place with only one substantive citizenship, 

Peregrinus Citizenship. 

The number of participants might somewhat limit these findings. However, the Peregrinus 

citizenship can be a possible explanation for the low level of citizenry contribution to the 

Swedish democracy of the participants, as Milbrath (1981) previously drawn a strong 

relationship between “attitudes, beliefs and personality traits of citizens” (p. 208) and how they 

choose to participate politically. 

6.2 Method discussion 

The method that was applied to conduct this study was inspired by Kvale & Brinkmann (2014) 

and Elo & Kyngäs (2008). By rewinding the thesis and looking back at the seven stages in 

conducting an interview-based study recommended by Kvale & Brinkmann (2014), the author 

of this thesis appreciates that the first stage of thematization went very well as the reference 

list witnesses. The planning stage had some fallbacks; some of the recruitment pools could not 

be tested for candidates, which limited the diversity in education level and the broader age 

range among the participants. However, that did not affect conducting the study. Still, it would 

have been valuable to the study to have more participants. Maybe even more full range nuances 

in the answers would have been illustrated.  

This study has achieved a gender-balanced pool of participants, a goal that the author always 

values. A change of plans regarding the way the interviews were going to be conducted, from 

physical meetings to telephone interviews. A move necessary to keep social distancing, which 

eliminated the possibility to take into consideration body language and its meaning; however, 

the quality of the interviews was rich enough to present a nuanced result. The interview guide 

was based on open questions with additional more direct questions. Which gave a functional 

space for the participant to answer as well as the opportunity for the interviewer to achieve 

confirmation through the direct questions, even though it was remarked that one question 

seldomly did not perform adequately, requiring additional follow-up questions. The author has 

remarked that the participants recruited through snowball effect tended to have often a similar 

answer in substance but not in context, however, that is a known possible side effect of this 

particular recruitment method. 
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The ethical considerations issued by the Swedish Research Council (2017) were followed 

during all the stages of the study, where the participants received an information letter 

(Appendix 1), as well as a verbal explanation of the rights they have, and the study’s purpose 

communicated to them during the interview. The author has made numerous changes that are 

well explained in the method section. To protect the participants' confidentiality and avoid any 

unwanted consequences (Kvale & Brinkmann, 2014). The transcribing could have been done 

better if the author mastered the Verbatim style. Nevertheless, using intelligent Verbatim 

fulfilled the study purpose even if it has pluses and minuses. However, making the quotes more 

reading friendly came at the cost of eliminating verbal emotions such as laughs.  

Performing deductive analyses implicates some losses, while an inductive or abductive method 

could have shown additional results. Furthermore, the author discovered that some of the 

quotes could match different themes due to the thin line between Belonging and perceived 

discrimination, which means that a different interpreter might place the answers differently in 

the categorization matrix. All the interviews were recorded and carefully transcribed, triple 

checked to avoid any losses of data, then deleted after the transcription process was finalized. 

When it comes to reporting results, the quotes in Swedish are at the reader disposal as 

footnotes, and the results discussion section is rich in references to previous studies and theory 

that support the author’s interpretations of the results to achieve higher credibility.  

6.3 Further research 

Inspired by a quote from The Matrix motion picture, where Morpheus says, “You take the red 

pill, you stay in wonderland, and I show you how deep the rabbit hole goes.” (Silver et al. 1999). 

The result reported in this thesis can be used as a launch platform for other more in-depth 

studies that investigate if what has been reported also can be found if a study uses a more 

significant number of participants. Furthermore, it should be performed on a broader number 

of deprived neighborhoods in Sweden. 

Additionally, a comparative approach between results from none deprived neighborhoods to 

find if the results are similar or juxtaposed would also be an interesting angle. However, the 

qualitative nature of this study opens the door wide for the need of a quantitative approach, 

that can reach a more comprehensive academic body regarding the acceptance of generalizing 

results to a more significant segment of the population studied. 

7 CONCLUSIONS 

This thesis began by emphasizing the problems present in the deprived neighborhoods, and 

the high mistrust for the politics of second-generation immigrants living in deprived 

neighborhoods (Novus, 2019). Where the author argued that these problems should be 

addressed as shortcomings of altered substantive citizenship. A journey through the inner 
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world of six well-educated second-generation immigrants has discovered in their stories the 

interwoven threads of perceived discrimination, sense of belonging, transnationalism, and 

political participation that brought forth the canvas that illustrates their substantive 

citizenship. From which the author draws the following conclusions:  

• The second-generation immigrants are not only a risk group because of social risk 

factors present within the deprived neighborhood, but also because of the similar social 

risk factors present outside of it. 

• Social risk factors do not necessarily generate norm-breaking behavior. However, it 

certainly shakes the sense of belonging within the risk group’s members. 

• When society does not nourish the second-generation immigrants’ Swedish roots, their 

inherited roots grow more robust. 

• Weak societal roots also weaken the wish of claims-making through political 

engagement. 

• A formal citizen pushed into Limbo comes out a Peregrinus, because strangeness 

weakens the ties with the national identity in favor of identifying as an immigrant.  

• Six participants are a rather thin pool of nuances. Consequently, a more significant 

number of participants is needed to establish the diversity of the big picture. 

• It is necessary to test the findings among second-generation immigrants living outside 

the site of Bäckby to determine if ‘class’ is a relevant factor for the occurrence of the 

Peregrinus citizen.  

• An extensive but quantitative study should be performed in different cities to determine 

the thickness of Peregrinus citizenship. 

 

Reflecting upon this thesis, conclusions from a dynamic political science perspective points out 

the importance of substantive citizenship for politics. It is in every democratic state interest to 

have not just citizens but active citizens that exercise their citizenry contribution under one 

banner, the nation. Nevertheless, avoiding the occurrence of symbolic conflicts can only be 

achieved through societal flexibility, where the body polity is responsible for nourishing the 

citizenry roots in a diversified society. However, the more profound implication of what the 

author concluded with can be that when a society has difficulties in shaping the second-

generation into citizens in both body and spirit. It will face harder challenges to convince the 

first generation that they are recognized as citizens in the polity. An outcome that only deepens 

the turmoil in an already polarized political discourse.  

 

“Citizenship is about conduct across social groups” (Isin, 2009, p. 371).
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APPENDIX 1: INFORMATION LETTER  

Datum: ____/__/__ 

 

 Missivbrev 

   

Jag är en student inom Statsvetarprogrammet på Mälardalens högskola som kämpar mig genom min 

sista termin. Jag håller just nu på att skriva mitt examensarbete som handlar om andra generationens 

invandrare. Syftet med arbetet är att undersöka hur denna gruppen upplever sin tillhörighet till Sverige 

och eventuellt utanförskap. För att kunna undersöka detta, skulle jag vilja tala med dig om hur du 

beskriver din känsla av tillhörighet, hur du håller kontakten med släkten i ursprungslandet samt dina 

upplevelser av att eventuellt bli diskriminerad. Jag vill med andra ord höra dig berätta med egna ord 

och på basis av dina egna erfarenheter hur du upplever frågor som rör tillhörighet och utanförskap.  

Intervjun kommer att ta mellan 30 till 45 minuter och följande etiska aspekter kommer att beaktas: 

Konfidentialitet genom att resultaten kommer att användas i icke-kommersiellt syfte och bara för 

forskningsändamål; frivilligt deltagande i den meningen att du när som helst kan avbryta intervjun 

eller meddela önskan om att inte längre medverka i studien; trygg förvaring av insamlade data så ingen 

obehörig kan få tillträde till de uppgifter som lämnas under intervjun. 

Kontakta mig eller min handledare via mejladressen här nedan i fall ni har några frågor eller 

funderingar. 

Jag tackar på förhand för din medverkan, 

Med vänliga hälsningar 

Faris Henry Gergis 

 

 

Student: Faris Henry Gergis                                                       Handledare: Terence Fell   

Fgs17001@student.mdh.se                                                         Terence.fell@mdh.se
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APPENDIX 2: INTERVIEW GUIDE 

• Bakgrundsfrågor: 

1. Ålder/födelseland  

2. Nuvarande sysselsättning/utbildningsnivån  

3. Boendeform? Bor med: föräldrar/partner/vän/andra släktningar/ensam 

4. Är du svensk medborgare? Har du andra medborgarskap? Vilka? 

5. Vilka språk talar du? Specificera om du kan läsa och skriva i dessa språk. 

• Tillhörighetkänslan och diskriminering upplevelser 

1. Undrar om du kan dela med mig hur känns det att bo på Bäckby? 

a) Tycker du att ditt område är tråkigt eller levande stadsdel? 

b) Känner du dig bekväm med att vara dig själv i ditt område? 

c) Förknippar du området med hemma? 

2. Kan du var snäll och beskriva hur känns det när du befinner dig i andra stadsdelar? 

a) Känner du dig lika hemma när du är i Västerås men utanför Bäckby? 

b) Sticker du ut när du befinner dig i till exempel Öster Mälarstrand? Varför? 

3. Kan du tänka dig berätta om vad betyder diskriminering för dig? 

a) Har du upplevt att du har blivit särbehandlat? Berätta? 

b) Är du oroad för att du kan bli särbehandlat? Hur? 

c) Anser du att andra personer som delar din etnicitet blir särbehandlade?  

4. Jag skulle gärna ville veta om vad har dina 5 närmaste vänner i gemenskap? 

a) Vad håller er samman? 

b) Har ni samma etniskhärkomst? 

5. Kan du beskriva dina känslor när du läser vad media skriver om Bäckby? Hur har det 

påverkat dig? 

6. Kan du beskriva hur identifiera du dig? 

a) Identifierar du dig som svensk? 

7. Beskriv vad du känner när du bli frågad ”vart kommer du ifrån”? 

8. Hur ofta beskrivs du som svensk? Hur känns det att inte bli betraktat som svensk? 

9. Kan du beskriva vilka känslor väcker uttrycket ”andra generationens invandrare” hos 

dig? 

• Transnationella aktiviteter 

1. Kan du berätta om dina resor utanför Sverige? 

a) Vilka av dessa länder har du släkt i? 

b) Hur ofta reser du till dessa länder 

c) Beskriv dina känslor när du är i ursprungslandet. 

2. Kan du beskriva till mig vilka media kanaler och program tittar eller lyssnar du på? 

a) Vilka tycker du att dem tilltalar till dig? 

b) Vilka känslor som dessa media kanaler väcker hos dig? 

3. Jag undrar om hur beskriver du din dröm partner/hustru/make? 

a) Spelar det en roll vilket land kommer hen ifrån? 

b) Spelar det en roll vilket etnicitet/ vilken religion hen har? 

4. Hur beskriver du känslan om att vara hemma? 

• Politisk åskådning  

1. Hur beskriver du dina medborgliga insatser för svensk demokrati? 

a) Röster du eller vill rösta i svenska allmänna val? 

2. Hur beskriver du ditt intresse för politiken i Sverige? 

a) Vill du vara aktiv i något parti? 

3. Hur beskriver du dina insatser för ursprungslandet demokrati? 

a) Röster du eller vill rösta i ursprungslandet allmänna val? 
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4. Hur beskriver du ditt intresse för politiken i ursprungslandet? 

a) Vill du vara aktiv i något parti i ursprungslandet? 
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